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Wliothci' this sliiill l)(i (l<>ui' liy iiu'iiiis n| s^'iiaruu^ l,"iii\i,'rsitics, ;is at

that noble institution, Vivssar Cullc^'c, ur by >c]i;iriito Collo'«-('s in cun-

noctioti with tlic. I'uivtM'sity bf.int;- providi-d li>\- women, ov ^v•ll(•lhel•, as

in some <>t' tlu; ( uiversities (it' l-'i-unee, Austria ivn<l Swii/di-huid, and
1he several I'niversitii.'s in llie \Vesteru Slates-— .\i;\v ICngland is alxjut

to go and do likt^vise

—

tlicy shall. he admitted to llic ,sanu; elass-rooms

Avitli the male scudeuls, thus eircctiii;*; a great ecoiitnaic, udvanta"-e in i-e-

gavd to lii)raries, nuiseums, lalioralories, jiroressm-s— these arc matters
of detail. The right of women t(» ihe highest and best education the

best IJuIversitii'S in the world ciui give is as undoid)ted and self-

tivldeut a:i their (,'a[)a('ity to receivi^ it is imdiMiiable. ^\hy (hev have
been so long denied such [irivilegcs will be a matter uf astoni,«;!iment

to future ages. Ifwehav. resj> ! lotlu; enjoyments \vhi('ii a know-
ledge of science and literature ini])art-. wlio will wc ileny women's rif'ht

to shave in them? Is it i-tiasonaule to di.-riiK; ihe reasouiuij: powers of

women, and yet to deny them the high(;si opportunities lor mental cul-

ture? It is most inconsistent to aihuit and aliirm the intimate relations

which should subsist bt^tween husband and wii'e, and yet to deuv her tlu^

means of entering into the most iiuinuUe I'dlow sliip, ^\ilh him, should

he be a man of culture. It is now well undei'slood that intellectual

and moral characterlsti(;s may be transmitted Irom pai'ent to child, and
more especially IVom the mother to her ofispring. It is atlmitted on
all hands thai wonuin as a wife and as a mother should also be an
educator, and yet the means of >ecuring to hei- the highest culture and
of enabling her to be an educai(U' ol' the highest class havi; lou"- been

denied. I believe you will share, with mc ilie pleasure of feelin" that

this state of things is about to pass i-api<l!y away, nor will you fail to

distinguish between woman's riglus, as set fortii in my huml)l<' plea,

aiul the ill-lavorcd agitation which bears a kindred name.

It is a lamiliar eivperience of our pioneer larmers, who peueti-ate the

•'forests primeval." that wlmn they ha\e caused the murmuriu'i- pines

ami the hemlocks to disa])pear belbre the a.ve, when the tires have
scorched the sward, and the genial sun and the \ ital air have been

brought into contact with tin; virgin soil, tlien there spring up entirely

new growths of trees—the birch the ma[)le and the ash. In like man-
ner, when the light of science, in all its wide and enchanting relations,

is freely communicated to all onr youth, to bovs with their iiuiuiring and
inductive tendencies, to girls with their intuitive and deductive bent, and
their admirable gift of tongues, what individuality, '-vhat variety, what
new discuvefle.-?, and new methods of discovery mav we not expect?


