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one to the other? How long will tlicy have this blessed hannony
to boast of, after the curso of Confederation passes over them, to

blight and destroy their hitherto nnbroken concord ?

What will Confederation give them that they do not enjoy

already? Di<l they want intorcolonial free trade? Could not their

legislatures, without exposing them to the dangers of Confederation,

have regulated their trailc with each other? Did they want mili-

tary organization, and mutually defensive co-operation? Could not

this also have been effected without inviting the certain evils and
miseries of an . ill-assorted and unequal Confederation ? \V as not

the Queen always the Commander-in-Chief of all the militia of the

Colonies? Could not Colonial Statutes have provided for the mili-

tary organization and defence of the Provinces ; and would not

every man have cheerfully rushed to arms to repel a foreign invasion

of any portion of the soil of British America? Did the commercial
relations of the Colonies, to each other, and foreign States, require

to be regulated ? This could have been effected by a congress of

commercial men, and political economists, representing all the Co-
lonies, infinitely better, and with much less chance of discord, than

trade can be regulated in a Legislature where one or two Colonies

can combine to obtain financial and commeicial advantages over

the others.

Let the difference, then, between Confederation and Union be

clearly comprehended ! Lazarus puiposelj confounds these sepa-

rate, and entirely dissimilar, politica' conditions. A union means
an incorporation of the Colonies into each other, as man and wife

are united. They are to be of one f '^°h and one bone, having one
head and one heart. If united, there would no longer be a Cana-
dian, Nova Scotian, or New Brunswicker, but they would ail be
combined under a common name. They would have one set of

laws, and one legislature, and the only bond of union would be,

not that internal union of heart, feeling, interest and identity,

which alone can afTord security against discord and civil war, but

the external bond of a Government of force, which must be either

too weak to keep the members of the Confederacy together, or, by
grasping at too much power, endanger tlw stability of the political

compact.
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A Legislative Union, would bring the colonies a little closer,

than they have been, while living under the dominion of the same
sovereign, enjoying the protection of the Imperial State, and being
one people, and brothers in the sa,me family. A Confederation

will break this mutual union, that they have enjoyed, and it will

separate them really more from each other, than they were before,

and woe to them ! when they are in a position, to adopt the non-
sensical motto " i: PLURiBUS unum," and instead of being one undi-

vided political unity, they have confederated, and adopted a union
compou ed of the elements of disunion and discord.

Haci it not been for misconception of the real nature of Confe-
deration, it is probable that tJiere would not be, at this moment


