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a picture or ii book, to read Tennyson or Burns

by his camp tire at nig^ht, or to look at Laudseer's

dog^s over his mantelpiece in the 'morning', conscious

that he can claim kindred with the artist and the

author, and that the ballad and the engraving-

link him with treasures of literature that are inex-

haustible, and of art that can never die. Whatever

improvements time may sug-g'est for its better

organization and further developement, this Empire,

as it stands, has its uses, and should be kept

together.

In this opinion I am quite sure that you and

I agree. We differ as to the mode. If I under**

stand your argument, you would have half a

hundred little standing armies, scattered all over the

globe, paid out of fifty treasuries, and with uni*

forms as various as were the colours in Joseph's

,. coat, with no centre of union, no common discipline,

no provision for mutual succour and support.

1 would have one array that could be massed

within a few days or weeks on any point of
*

, the frontier, moved by one head, animated by one

spirit, pjjid from one treasury. Into this army I

would incorporate as many of the colonial militia as

were required to take the field in any Province that

might be attacked, and, fi'om the moment they were

so incorporated, they should be moved, paid, and

treated, as an Imperial force. " There would still be

work enough for the sedentary militia to do,

in defending tlie districts in which they lived,

bir

01 i I

fJi

i

V

'I


