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prcoarions drscent. \o one doubts thritthc more Viipid ;nid safn

\ho ((miiiiunicntioii bctwocii Knst and AVcst, tlio iiion; sudden and

clastie will lio the cbl) and How of that niii«;lity cotniiiercial stream

whose course, il' wisely, tlutuuh ever sa !i:(!iitly. directed in the lirst

itistarue, will soon carry away every obstruction and impediment,

til its perfect freedom. Now look at Western Canada, and see the

barrier which this wedire-siiajied country introduces between the

cast and west ; happily it is only a physical liarrier ; formerly it

was also a political and commercial owe. As a jdiysieal barrier

what has liiuh art and licuerous enterprise done to brinu; nearer

to one another tin; fruitful vrest and tla^ insatiable east. \\ c

have rifiw in active ojieration tlie (Jreat AVestern, (Lake Huron
and Lake Ontario at Hamilton ; and State of New York at Sus-

pension !>ridL':e, 2l^0 miles, > thi; Northern llailway (Lake Huron
and Laki! Ontario !M) miles,) tr:!versin<L' the liarrier ; and the

Welland Camd, (Lake Erie and Ontario,) lettinijj down the pro-

dnc(> of the west to the level of Lake Ontario, without ]j]'eakin!;-

I'ulk. Are these means of cdmmunication taxed to the full ; the

Welland Canal thronu'ed to the utmost, a nswcirs for itself; the

(-reat Western Railway (or half its len«.;th as a mere preliminary

stej). has to be immediatidy doid)led in capacity, liy means of a

new branch IVoni London to Sarnia. with double track from Lon-

don to llamiltu;! ; the NortlieiMi, which a year auo was thou<j;lit

iM be a weal; and excuie Hedylinu-, has already taken win<;wiih a

]>(pvver and Ni'^iuir indicative of ^reiit inhevent streni:'th ; (he

Luke Huron and IJuifalo iJaihvay, tiu; A iidiean name for the

late Ibilfalo, Hraiitibrd and ( unlc'ieh Itaibvay ( Jiiike Krie to Lake
lliii'iiii I .')7 miles, S:-; now o]ien. ) »v:!; be linislied iu a twelve-

luonth : the ( Jrinid Trunk v.iiieh stiL'tches its lon<r length throujih

the centre nl' the most feitile i)art of \Ve;4eru Canad.i, and

thence onward to the sea, will soon unite tlu; upper lakes with

tli(^ Atlantie: and yet all these eonnectinu- links between the

we-<t and east will lie iiisutlicicnt to serve that vast commereial

expansion which treads so rapidly npon, and tills to repletion the

present artitieial me:in- of communicatiyn. Tliere are additional

^tupenduous wiu'ks in '• c(ijitem]>lation." \'oti may well smile at

tlie inter))retation ;_'iven to the word '• lontemplate " with us,

vet think that all the railways just nanu'd were only ''contem-

tilnted" some three u\' tVmr years ayo. and now they may be said

ti» Im' constnieteil. So in five years t<i come you will tind that

va^t ( liauLie to have occurred in relation to tlicse new projects,

which the vv'onderful growth of the (Ireat West is now forcing:

urion our attention. Whatever each siu'ceedin<:' ye:ir is doinu' for

the (ireat West it is doin,u' for Canada. It is not only increasing'

popuhition by the inlliix of strangers, to a degree totally unpar-
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