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this a(5l of natural and legal juftice, without add-

ing in any confiderable degree to its burdens^

will not, cannot be controverted. For probably

lefs than Gtie-fourth part of the fum n*ceflary to

defray the public exigencies of a war during one

year, will be abundantly fufficient for this equi-

table purpofe : and they truft in the liberality and

magnaninnity of the nation, that the plan of pub-

lic oeconomy, fo juft and fo necefTary in every fo-

ciety, v^ill not be a bar to thj jiiftice they have a

right to claim as individual fubjedsj nor be ex-

tended farther, in regard to tbemy than comnnort

juftice requires : for they conceive that the cou-

fideration ot public ceconomy can have no beginning

until the demands of public faith and national ju-

ftice arefulfilled j that however ufeful and neceffary

it may be, at all times, and upon all occafions, it

can have no weight when oppofed to publicjuftice i

and that, in the nature of things, it can only regard

the bounties and voluntary expences of the State.

"While the American Loyalifls thus contend

for public juftice, they cheerfully agree, that a

nation is not obliged to carry on a long and un-

-fuccefsful war againft nuinerous and powerful

- enemies. They will fuppofe, without prefuming

to judge, that the State is reduced to the unfortu-

nate alternative of continuing the war « the ex-

pence of twenty millions yearly, or, of giving up

the ejlates of a number of its faithful and deferving

a fubje^Si


