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juftly merits, yet as matters of this nature

is like navigating in uncertain climates,

amongft rocks, Ihoals, and quickfands

;

[o it may not be in the power of the ableft

pilot to extricate himfclf from the danger,

it not fo much depending on wit, fpirit,

and judgment, as on favourable and friend-

ly weather.

In the formation of this fcheme, a great

extent of genius was not in any fenfe re-

quifite ; it being fimply plain, that neither

the court of Vienna, nor the ftates of Hol-

land, either couJd, or would in earnefl",

fupport a barrier againfl France. The
next refleclion was very natural, that the

French would foon be mafters of the Ne-

therlands, by that means open a free paf-

fage into Germany on that fide, and at

the fame time either be abfolute mafters of

the ihvcn united provinces, or at leaft fo

powerful a neighbour as always to direft

their meafures.

This nobody could perceive better than

the king of Prulha, whofe inclination at

once to fave Hanover and Holland, exa611y

coincides with the notions of the Britifh

miniilrv; there was no gj-cat dififculty

ill brini^iiig thole logctlicrjAviiofc fcntimcp.ts

were
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