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When ever vfc loofe our Tr.ide, wc muft bid

farewell to that Wealth and Strength which have
hitherto enabled us to preferve our Liberties

againft the Defigns of Spain and France, the two
Greatefl Monarchies that have been ere(fted

fincc the Declenfion of the Roman Empire:
Want of due Circumfpedion in a Point fo EiTen-

tial to the very Exiftence of this Kingdom, ^lay,

perhaps, in lefs than an Age, reduce us to be the

Prey of fome Conquerors, notwithftanding our

large Eftates in Lind, the Fertility of our Soil,

the Richnefs of our Produft, and the Conveni-
ence of our Ports, which Natural Advantages,

if not well made Ufe of, and Dire<lted, inftead

of becoming a Defence are rather fo many Mo-
tives to invite over Invaders of a Country which
fuffers its Naval Strength •, the EfFed of Trade,

and of Trade only, fo to languifh as to be no
longer in a Pofture to defend itfclf. - -t.

.

From what has been open'd in the whole
Series of this Report, the Board will be the

beft Judges, whether the Englijb or Duub
have been Gainers in the Balknce of thofe

vaft Dealings that of late Years have been

between us: The Fads have been here fct

down with Sincerity and Truth, in which
*tis humbly left for others to determines.

But if we have been Loofers there, or if

there is a fenfible decay in other Branches of

our Traffick, proper Remedies fliould be ap-

ply'd to a Difea'c that may grow fo fatal to

the Comuion-wealth.

s d It


