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Shawnees, except on their western borders. It is no part of our purpose

to consider these tribes, as, over and above the influence of contiguous

examples, they constitute no part of the evidence affecting the general

question of the plan of removal.

That this evidence, as now briefly sketched, is favorable, and indeed

highly favorable, to the general condition and prosperity of the removed

tribes, is, we apprehend, clearly manifest. Not only have they been

placed beyond the wasting influence of causes which oppressed them,

within the circle of the State communities ; but they have received in

exchange for their eastern lands, a territory which, as a whole, is highly

fertile and salubrious. It is a territory whidh has required little compa-

rative labor to cultivate, made up as it is of mixed forests and prairies.

It is also, viewed in extenso, well watered, having those noble streams,

the Red River, the Arkansas, the Konza, the Platte, and the Missouri,

with their tributaries, running through it The range which it affords

for cattle and stock, and the abundance of wild hay, of a nutritious qual-

ity, has proved very favorable to an incipient agricultural population, and

greatly mitigated the ordinary labors of farming in northern climates.

There are no latitudes in North America more favorable to the growtli

of corn. The cotton plant has been introduced by the Choctaws and

Chickasaws, on the banks of Red river. It is a region abounding in salt

springs and gypsum beds, both which must hereafter be fully developed,

and will prove highly advantageous. It is above the first or principal

rapids of the great streams running down the plateau of ths Rocky Moun-
tains, and consequently affords sites for water-mills, which are scarce

and almost unknown on the lower Arkansas. There is, indeed, a com-

bination of circumstances, which are calculated to fa/or the General

Government plan, and foster the Indians in a general attempt at civilisa-

tion and self-government. And we look with interest, and not without

anxiety, at the result of the experiment.

We are aware that there are trials before them, arising from great

diversity of feelings and opinions, and states of civilisation. Some of

the tribes are powerful, advanced, and wealthy ; some feeble and poor.

Education has very unequally affected them. Laws are in their embryo

state. The Gospel has been but partially introduced. In clothing the

native councils with some of the powers cf a congress, and regulating

their action by constitutional fixity, there is great care and deliberation

required, not, at once, to grasp too much. There is perhaps yet greater

danger in enlarging the authority of the chiefs and sagamores into some-

thing like presidential dimensions. The natives have great powers of

imitation ; and it is to be feared that they will content themselves by

imitating things which they do not fully understand or appreciate. The

national character of the Indians is eminently suspicious. There is a

fear to trust others, even themselves. Delegated power is narrowly


