
fell back, and, turning on his former friend, re-

proaches him with going over to the democratic

party.

Mr. W«K)nwARD here rose to explain, which was
rery imperfectly heard by the repcrter, (aa was al-

so many of the rcmarku of ^Ir. Y.,) consequent

upon the great confusion and conversation in the

hail.

Mr. Yell continued. The gentleman says that

General Jackson pursued the same inactive policy;

nnd he asks why the laws and jurisdiction of the

United Stales were not extended ovef Oregon at that

tine.'' The gentleman, to be sure, was too young
at the time to know much about it; but the answer
to his question is very easy. The laws of the Uni-
ted States were not extended to Oregon, because

there were thf>n no people in the territQry for the

laws to operat's upon. The gentleman from Mas-
sachusetts will tell him that th% same reason will ap-

ply during his administration.

So far us General Jackson was concerned, there

was no inconsistency. If the territory had been

peopled at that day to the extent it now is, no doubt
he would have taken the same ground as we, who
were his warm friends and supporters, now take.

This charge, in the circumstances of the case,

constitute the very reason why the gisntleman

from Massachusetts, and why I,' go for giving

this notice. Our citizens are there; they need de-

fence; they emigrated there by thousands, and they
have a right to demand our protection. Thousands
more will go. This was not the'case in 1828, and.

therefore the same necessity did not cxi9t for the

extension of the laws over the territory. I leave

the gentleman from Massachusetts and the gentle-

man from South Carolina to settle the matter be-

tween themselves. He went as far as General Jack-
son did, and as far as all the Presidents before him
nad gone; but he is now opposed to this new doc-

trine of "masterly inactivity."

The first question I have to settle with myself, is,

h Oregon ours ? Bv the treaty of 17S3, between
Great Britain and France, Great Britain abandon-
ed all the country west of the Winspi river, and
ceded it to France. She now sets up h«r claim,

founded on the Nootka Sound convention of 1790;

and it is under that convention that she now claims

Oregon; and perhaps it is the most plausible—it is

as follows:

Convention between Great Britain and Spain,

comfQonly called the Nootka treaty, signed !:28th

October, 1790.

The principal object of this treaty is contained in

th 3d article; which is as foIloWs:

.\at. 3. In order to strengthen th«! bonds of friendslvp,

and to preserve in Tnture a perfect harnlony and good under-
standing bet\^'een the two contracting parties, it. is ngreed
tliat their riispeotivo siulijects shall not lie di8tui<l>cd or mo-
lested either in navigation or in carrying <ui their .fithrries

iQ the Pncific ocean or in the South sfias, or in landing
on the coasts of thosjo seas, in places not already qcoupf-
ed, for the purpose of rarri/inj;. mi their ciunmrrct with the

iMfiiicv of titu country, or of making settlements thereat,^'

<iic., «ic.

Urder that treaty, she acquired no title to the

.soil, or right to,the country, except for commerce,
fishing, and hunting, and this was all she dien

:luimed or desired.

Spain receded to France the whole country west
of the Winspi, in 1800. In 1803, the knitted States

became the purchaser of all the title France thus ac-

quired; and in 1818 we purchased the claim of Spain

also, which gave us the whole and wAj legal title lu

the country west of the Rocky mountains.
After our purchase of Louisiana, in 1803, we had

become tht rightful owners of aH the country weal of
the Miosissipp: river, from lamudfl42lo latitude 61,
and \ ...tout any civilized nation to contest our ti-

tle Mcept the claim of Great Britain, which she ac-

quired undi^rthe Nootka Sound convention in 1790,
and which was not considel^d valid, or of much
force previous to the year 1818, as will be seen and
better underfiu)od by a reference .to the correspon-
dence between our government and Great Britain

upon the testoration of Fort George, which had
been taken by the British during the War of 1813;
and which was redelivered to the United States by
the provisions of the treaty of Ghent:
"In obedience to the cdinmanil of hii royal highmts the

Prince Regent, aignifiwi in a despatch fr«rii the right hotoora-
blM the Rarl Batburst, addresfied to the psrtoers or ag«nt<
of the Northwest Company, bearing date the U7;V of
Januarr, 181H, and in obedience to a suhiequent order duied
the 26th of .luly,.from W. H. Sherill, eiq., oapUin of hiM
Mkjesty't ihip'.Andromache, w, tht undtriipud. '4«, in rirn-

formily to tht fir»t article of the trtcly of Gktnt, rrtton to
the fouemmtnt of tht Vniltd Statet.thtoughHa SgeDt, J. B
Prevost, etq., Ihetettlemmt oj Fort Q*9Tgt, on the CotmmUw
rirer.

"Hivenunde;- our hands, in triplicate, at Fort fJfor««,
(Columbia river,) this (itb day of October, 1810.

"F. HICKF.V,
Captain of his MaJMty'a ship Biossom.

.

"J. KEITH,
"Of the Northwest Company.

The acceptance oi-i the part of the United States
i» in these words:

"I do hereby acknowledge to have thia day rcct<ivt)il,

In' behalf Of tlie governnteot of the the Unit'.'d States, the
nutsriiinn of 'he ttttUmtnt detignattd a&eve, in conformity
to the first article of the treaty of lihept. Uivtm under
mv hand, jn triplicate, at Fort George, (Columbia river,)
this eth day of October, 181H.

. "J. h. PHEV09X.
"Agent of the. United States.''

' On the consummation of these acts of tlie reeto.-a-

tion of the valley of the Columbia river, in conform-
ity with the treaty of Ghent, and the aekiiowiedg-
ment of our right "to ha the party in possession
while treating on the. title," Mr. Qreenbow re-
niark.ii:

"The hritithflaif was then formally lowtrtd, atul that «J
Ihe Vnittd States haiitii; been hoisted in ila Head oiirf tH*

fort, win aalutfd hy the Bloiiom.
' Tlie docitlnenta cited—the only onea whith patted ht'tv-reu.

Ihe commissionert on the eceation—are tuffieient to th<>» ih3i
no reiiervalion,or rXi;(ption ti^ai madt on Ihe part of trrmi
Brilain, and thnt tht restoration of Jtttoria to the Unitril
Stales IPOS complete and unconditional.*'

'

In 1818, the convention of joint oecMPancy Was
entered into; and it was renewed and indennitely
extended in 1828; and at that time, the British min-
ister admitted that Great Britain had no pretence to

the sovereignty of the soil, as will be seen by ref-

erence, o the articles of the convention, which are
as follows^ viz:

Concention between the Vniteil Sta'leo uf Jlmtrica and fiiml
hritain, tisnid'at iMiidon, October '20, t818.

"Aktk F.F. 2. It is igrred that a line drawn from thi: nioi!(

northwestern point.of the Lake of the Woods, aloiip the
fortv^ninth parallel of north latitude, or if th« said point*
sholl net be iii the forty-ninth peirallel of north latitii(le.ij

thon that a lino drawn Irom the said point due north or'
south, HS the case may be, until the said line i^hall intersect
the said paral.cl of north latitude, axhI from the point of
such intcr/«ectiou due west along and with thi vaid pat-Allel,!

sliull be the line of demarcation between tht< territoiieN of]

the United States and those of his Bntanr.ic >Iujrsty; and
that the sard line shall form the northern boundary of tht

'

said territories of the United 8ti>tes, rad the southeTni bO'ii

dary of the territories of his Britaiuiic Majtsty, (ioji> i.(

Lake of the Woods tu the Stony mountaisr.
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