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observations were the means of detectin;^ considernble iihnnrmiil deviations of the

needle in certain localities. Fur instance in the vicinity of the headwaters of the Rose
river the deviation is to the east of the meridian and amounts to 60°. Similar ol)(>pr-

vations carried on in connection with the traverse of the streams faiird to show any
abnormal deviation of the noedle in the valleys, thus tending to prove that these

extraordinary deviations are a feature peculiar to the high peaks which form the crest

of the mountain ranges.

The instruments furnished me for the work were a three inch transit-the«Klolite and
a surveying camera. I was also given an improved surxeying aneroid made \ty Keuflel

and E.s8er. This was a new instrument, and it proved to he a leliahle one, a very

uncommon thing for an aneroid.

The reconimendation made in the instructions that I should oh.serve fie(|uently for

latitude was adhered to during the wh.ile settson.

It had l)een arranged that I should go by way of Skagway and the White pass to

the district in which I was to spend the sumin'^r, but at the last moment my route was
changed and I went by way of the Stikirie river. This change fortunately gave me the

opportunity to complete some woik which had Ijeen left unfinished in the autumn of

the previous year.

On May 20 I took passage on the Canadian Pacific lliiilway compnny's steamer
At/ifnitin, which s dle<l from Vanc(tuver, and on the 23rd landed ine in Wrangel, which
is the place of departure of all steamers navigating the Stikine. A day later the

sternwhcel steamer Oyilv'u', one of the swiftest boats cm the liver, left \N ran gel and
arrived at Olenora on the 26fh. We saw several large parties of prospectors camped at

diflferent points along the river, who were on their way to the Yukon goldtields. They
started on their journey the previous winter and had hoped to be able to utilize the ice

on the Stikine and reach (Jlenora befure the sp;iiig thaw. Hut as the winter had been

unusually mild, the ice had not formed oxer the canyons, and Iwfore they could get

their outfits around the open water spaces a general breaking up of the ice had occurred,

and they were obliged to seek safety for themselves and outfits on the liiyher banks of

the river. At the time we passed they were anxiously waiting a charce to be taken on
boai'd of a jvassing steamer. Olenora, which was six months V)efore compose*! of a few

ohl dilapidated log houses surrounded by some small cultivated patches of '.and, now
presented a lively appearance. Hotels, stores and large warehouses had l)een erected

in that short spa;e of time along the street facing the river. Back of the business |)art

of the t<jwn miners had pitchetl their tent', and these • overed the ground as far as the

foot of a high clifl' which limits the town site towanls the west. This portion is low

and some parts sire liabl"- to be flooded in the spring. Metter ground is to be found
towards the south of the town ; this had l)een judicif)U8ly chosen and was at the lime

occupied by the Yukon military force, under the commiuid of Lieut. -Col. Evans. The
tents were pitched on the top of a l)ench which is several feet al)OM> the river and
dotted here and there with poplar bluffs. A cool breeze constantly blowing across the;

terrace IhuI the g(H)d efl'ect of tempering, at midday, the scorching rays i f the sun ; all

this coupled with fine springs of cold water spoutint; from the face of a hill close b}-,

rendered the sj)ot an ideal one for a military camp. The daily arrival of small river

steamers loaded to their utmost capacity also tendeil to make (ilenora a centre of great

activity during the early part of the sea.son.

On my arrival in Olenora 1 *as informed by some returning packers that the trail

to Teslin lake was in a very bad condition, and for that reason the pack animals c>iuld

not carry a heavier load than l')0 pounds each. In my outfit, wliiih included three

acme folding boats, I had also some packages of stationery addressed to Oold Com-
missioner Fawcett. I therefore made arrangements to have the.se carried by a pack
train which was advertised to start at once for the lake. I then left with the rest of my
outfit for Teslin lake, where I arrived on July 16, having been twenty-six days covering

the distance. The repftrt as to the bad condition of some parts of the trail had not

been exaggerated, but on the other hand improvements in the shape of good sid)stantial

bridges over the largest streams, such as theTahltan and Nahlin rivers, where in former

tlays delays caused by freshets were a common occurrence, compensated to a certain

extent for the slow travelling over the \m\A sections of the trail.
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