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APPENDIX

Sjiecch or Siu Ciiaiu.ks Turi'Kn, Bart., M.P., in the Cnnndlnn /fame of Commova

at Ottdivn, Mundni/, ^th March, 189(i, on Sncond limdinij of th<; Hill respeclimj

the Chiynecto Murine 7'riinsport liailway Company, /Jinifed

:

—

Sir CIIAULES TUPPFJl ; I ii<,'ioo witli onu roiiidik tliat li;is fulloii from the hnii. lucmbor

(Mr. Welsh), ami tliat rumai'k was that this was a vory iiii|tortant (luustion I (h> not iiitoiul tu

wuary thu IIousc witli this oft-told talo fiirtlior than is nocossary, hut aa hrielly as po.ssiblc to

phico tho ])ositiou of this iiiiostion, as 1 mideistand it, l)ofoio the IIouso. In 1870 tlic (iovoni-

nieut of Canada appointed a royal coiuniission to travel through the country, to take sworn

testimony, and to form the Ijest and most intelligent judgment that they eould as to tiio canal

expenditure that the (Joveriunent ought to undertake. Tliat eomuiission was composed of the

most eminent men that the country could produce. Sir Hugh Allan, agentlemanofgre.it

enterprise and of very higli standing in connection with everything regarding navigation and

the connnerce of the country, was the president. ( )thergentlemen occui)ying very high positions

in the counnercial world, and eminent engineers, were appointed on th.at connnission. They
travelled through the country wlu^'e canal exjienditure was tlie suhject of important considera-

tion. They took the sworn testimony of the highest and best authorities, counnercial men, sea

captains, per.sons c(mnected with navigation, and [jer.sons connected with trade, and they made
their report. They divided their reconnnendations in that report into two classes. First, they

put in No. 1 class the works that in their judgment tlm interests of Canada recpiired should he

undertaken so soon as the means could he provided to accomplish them, and in that category

they placed a canal to connect the waters of the (iulf of St. Lawrence with the waters of the

Bay of Fundy. The (joverinnent adopted that report, Parliament adopted that repcu't, and

after surveys and examinations and estimates had been made, we had before us the opinions of

eminent engineers that the construction of such a canal as was recounnended would cost some-

thing over 85,000,000. Parliament adopted that report, and it voted 81,000,000 towards the

commencement of the W(jrk, after giving the subject careful consideration. This scheme then

had tho imprimatur of Parliament. The Government went out of otiice shortly afterwards, in

1873—as I daresay some lion, gentlemen in this House may remember -and the duty of taking

up this tpiestion devolved upon their successors in ofhee. The Government of the Hon. Mr.

Mackenzie took this matter up, and they put a large sum of nujuey in the P^stimates for the

purpose of pr(jmptly i)roceeding with the construction of this canal, at a time when it was

estimated to cost something over 85,000,000. Further examination and investigation in con-

nection with the work led the (Government of Mr. Mackenzie to doubt the accuracy of the

estimated cost of that canal. The subject was referred to Mr. Page, a very eminent engineer,

and the result of his investigation was that, in his judgment, the amount re<pnred for the

construction of that canal would bo nearer S!»,000,000 than 85,000,000. Under those circum-

stances, that Administration submitted to Parliament the ([Uestion : as to whether, although an

expenditure of over $5,000,000 would ))e justified, the work was one that ought to bo proceeded
with when there was reason to believe that the cost would be nearer 80,000,000 or $10,000,000
than 85,000,000. Under these circumstances, there was, I believe, no pers(jn in the House
who pressed tho Government at that time to jjroceed with the work at so great a cost as was
estimated by Mr. Pago. Now, a gentleman who is well known as an engineer of very con-

siderable ability, took this subject up, and he came to the Government with the proposal to

substitute the somewhat novel undertaking of a shij) railway instead of the canal. The increased
cost connected with the canal arose from its having been discovered that there was a much
larger amount of rock to be encountered than was originally supposed. Mr, Ketchum, the

engineer who brought this subject under the consideration of the Government, submitted a

proposal to construct a ship railway instead of a canal. If the ship railway were practicable, he
showed that it would be of more value than a canal, because it would open earlier in the spring,


