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^ THE SOIL.

W'ltliiu the limits of the Coh)n)', there are two distinct

varieties of st)il. One is a rich bl.ick lt»am, restinl)liii;^Mn

colour aiul capabilities the famous soil of Southern Mani-

toba ; and llu- other is a somewiiat h\diter loam, conta.niny

a small admixture of sand. Tlurc apiKur^ to be no appre-

ri.d)U' dilference l)et\veen the fertility of these two kiutls

of soil. Moth arc alluvial in their characteristics ; both are

marvellously productive ; ami both rest upon a subsoil of

\rry tenacious clay. The advantai^'c of this formation is

that it retains the heat of the d.iy during the nij^du, and is

Lelv been dis- -r .• i..^^ fa\()urable to the earl\' maturity of crops, r.vcry kmd of

crop will here attain the hij^hest [)erfection of (juality and

'
^^''

^ yield. The writer saw a head of oats, 1 7 inches lon^', which

in of milea^' 1111111 1hail been ^n'own on newly broken land, and he was assured

,'ord as to tlu
r .i r 4. ».i 11 1 c •

by .some of the first .settlers—men who have been f.irmm^^

Colonizatioi ,.,.,. . , .. , ., .- n • 1 .1 •

all their lives m Lower Canada—that the cro[)s raised this

^
season on the prairie sod were quite ecpial to an Ontario

isten
, averaLje. Under proper cultivation, far better results will be

mt evils, vvhicl 111 i » 1 r * 1

rcali/ed. 1 he land is admirably adapted for stock raising,',

with no drunk , , • r • n • •
»j •

1

antl dairy farmii\L,% as well as ijrowing fjrain. Some idea

' '^
' of the richness of the natural ^aasses of the prairie may

imc ic
1^^ formed from the fact that, during the past season, more

'^" "^^ than 200 tons of hay were gathered within a short distance

the so y "^

of Saskatoon, and stored up for use during the winter. A
tion granted I

, . u in 11growth so luxuriant demonstrates beyond all possible

[S8^ and tl

^ '

questi(Mi the suitability of the land lor pasturing cattle,

ic scheme w<'i

and no doubt this important industry will be largely

brilliant succe^ ^

earned on.


