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MATERIA MEDICA
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Materia Medica is so wide ;i term that it is (liiVi-

'•iilt to (ielinc. It iiicludts tlic following':

((/) Materia Medica proper, s(MiKtit!ies
called Phannaco^mosy. Tliis is the knowlodi^'c
of the natural history, pliysieal characters, and
chemical properties of dru','s.

(/>) Pharmacy. Tliis i^ the science Mtid art
of the preparation and comhination of drii;^'.s, so
as to render them (it for administration.

(c) Pharmacology. This is th(! sci<'nc<'

which treats of tiie actions of drugs on the hodv
both in health and disease. A subdivision of
it is Pharmacodynamics, which is the science
of the physiolo^Mcal action of drug's in health.
The science which studies the eti'ect.s of doses
large enough to endanger life is Toxicology.

id) Therapeutics is the science and art of
:ill(>viating or curing disease. Many authors
<lo not include this under the terni Materia
Medica. Therapeutics is either

(1) Rational, when we have sullicient
knowledge of the disea.se and the phar-
inacoloLrical sjction of the reniedv to kn;'.w

why it should be of benefit, e.^. The use of
• iigitalis for mitral disease.
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