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\v;is flic lic'irt iif iii.-iiil.iihl .1-; lie saw if, siirvovint; Kiirop(>
injiis (lay, and kiu \\ ii in l.i - i.w ii lio.-diu .as well. He con-
ceived <ii' I'ldiiH'i III 11^ a- iiiaiil^iiiil. (if his histnr\- and latt;
as the dc-iinv of man; ,ind Lrini,' t'lili of Ihat far sii,dit of
l'roniriliiii> \vlii< ii saw the vicloii(Hi> md licinLT as fidl
'I' i' .1- I lie wIm'cI of I'l/ckicl \va- full of cxcs h,. ^au . as
'lie c,Miiv(if ail vi-ion. I'lonieihcux I'nhonnd the niil-
len Ilium of mankind, i le inia^iined l lie |iroces> of that iricat
lil'enilion and il> (aduninir pio-perit ie^. Tliis is la-,

| ni.
in this [Kieiii (he l.'evolniion .a> a moral iilea reached its
lieiudil; Ih.al i.- uh.il make- it, from the soci.al point of
\leu, IIk' race point of view, the L'l-eateM Work of the la-l.

c(iiliir\- ill creative iiiiairiiial ion lor it i. the Minim.iiv
.•md c-eiiire, in the world of ;irt, of the greatest power in
'('il ceniiirv I'e power of the idea of huinaiiily." —
(-icor?j,e 1 duard \\ oodi lerrv's TIk 'ionii.

I'niDnlh, 11.^ I'i,hn,ni(l is .^hellev's frreate-t ilrama and his
trre.ati-t poiin, lit suhject at once hu' the philosophiziiiirs
ol a lliu'i

1
or the musical f:eniu> of .a W amua-. Thoiii^di it

is possjlik to (|uesii<iii >,,me of its structural ideas in t^uth
of detail, the truth of it- in<.\em.iit .and a>piratioii is

!"'.V"'i'l
'I

leMion. It> i.ojitical value i- no douht les> than
il>>oc^l ahie,a!id tli.at .affaiii Ic-s than its .-^lirit ual vahie.
If "ffTTf'rs

.
o -.lire nuthod for the reiiov.ai ion of'TiTi"' (>iif'it

inipre>sr,s us .all with the ,as-urance and re.alitv of renova-
tioil. HaviiiL: said this, however, we must caution the.sliidetif
afraiiist a too <locile acceptance of the dicta of those critics
who cansec no vitality in .-ihi^llev '.> social ,and jKilitical
Nievvs. The truth would .-.eein to lie that iilthiMi'di the
poet, as a student of alTair.s, rcujaiiied steadily faitlifuTto fh.;
tcacliinj.'s(,f W illiaiii (iodwiii, yet hi- niattcr'of belief in tiii.s

reg.-.rd was far 1; -s important to him - -and oiijrhi to Im!
-so to tis -than th,- ciier.trv and cut husia-in of hi.s belief,
it> spirit ;iud its ptiwer. Uljv placed loo little >tre.ss on th(!
tiHorlful co-op(jialiun of men in the vvurkiii;,' out of their
N'lif^ salvation, we must reineiuiicr that .^helley v.-.as a
lioinaiitic ])oet and that hi-- own experience had'acl iiallv
triven him more occ.-i-ion for helievin;;; in the beiieticeiit
dxiiamic <.f .X.iture than in tiiat of his fellows. In Man, ;is

theofcat nietnlier and expression (if .Xature. he lielieved;' of
tLlU_m.'ntal .and ipjnlu.al ijiertia of mti, he vva.>i hiit t(><>
keenly avv;:re. \or i- it hv aiiv means certain thar.Sht-Uev's
.'social phiiosciphv, mo'e particularly exainined, is as ni-
adecpi ite as ii m.iik times appears. !t is net to he inter-
preted ;i- po^ t iil.al ii", a pUI-eJv rNl.'lll.ll impu! e, lilit r.ather
an inelii-ive on,'. ,->lii llcv .- m.inkind, thou::h iriveii fluctii-

~ |....<. I.. ,, .!-' ->.:•' .1 1-1 II i;,oii -allOM. Is lll'l IIV a II V
|ll«':ili~ a niech,anici/,ed conception. He s.aw and felt the
importance of arousinj; huinanily to acti-.i enterprise in


