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fVoiii wliich it wilt ])' seen that i)i I'Ji.uhuul tlicrt'

were liiilf as iniu\y cluUlrcn as adults (•in})loyc-d

ill tlic iiiiiics. wliilr ill Scotland there were almost

as iiiaiiN WDiucu and children ( ni))loyed ;is adult

males, th.e ])ro])ortion hri'in- ••S.')l. ai.d 1 resj)ec-

tively. II is therefore lair 1o lay some stress on

tlie conditions under which tlu^e [U">y children and

Women toiled.

Tlie responsibility h>v child labour must not bo

assij^ned entirely to the collievy ].ro])rietors of

those days. There is nuich evidence to sliow that

in a oreat number of districts the Durham iind

Northuml)erland practice. Avhereby tlie owner

bound his <mi>loyecs for a ye;tr. was re])lac( d by

the '])\\\\ v" system, rmhr t his s\ stem' tlRM.wncr

oi' the CMJliery ao-rced \vith a contractor to pay so

much a ton. for coal delivered at the shaft bottom

;uid left tin- contractor or • butty ' to arrange how-

he v-onid for the hewincr und transportinu' of the

coal at and from the coal-face to tin- shaft. Tlie

' butty ( niploy((l tJic hewers and trammers, etc.,

;unl ])aid tliem sometimes in kind, often at a

])ubIicdi<Mise owned ))y the 'butty.'

There is some t'vidence to sIioav that in many

oases the owners were <)]tj)ose(l to wi>men lal)our

wiiich oi il\- exist I'd in Knohmd 'r ;is under-

nrouiie labour was concerned in \orkshire and

Lan<-ashire) and d.id not favour tin- emidoymcnt

> Tin- system still insists in rt modified form. l)ut, of course, all

till) ubusis touched uputi ill the following pages luivo long dis-

appeared.


