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of ihc word in (Jcrnian. In Tahir Talk he concludes his dis-

cussion as follows:

To the iR'st of my recollection, the Minriesin^tTs

and all the old poets always use the sun as masculine.

... I must acknowledge my douhts wiiether ... it can

he shown that there ever was a nation that considered

the sun in itself, and apart from hui^uaj^c. as the femi-

nine power. The nuxin does not so clearly demand a

feminine as the sun does a masculine sex; it mi^ht he

considered negatively or neuter; yet. if the rece])tion

of its li^ht from the sun were known, that would have
heen a ^ood reason for makinpr her feminine, as heinp

the recipient body.

Amon^ *he most devoted hierophants of the Moon in

English poetry one thinks of lilake, of Keats .ind of Coleridge.

In Ahsincc the Moo.i "relumes her lovely light"; in An
Atttumtifil Eirnitif/ she has a "silver lustre" and "a paly radi-

ance"; the m'ghtingale is apostrophized in the poem that bears

his name as "minstrel to the moon". In Coleridge's fine son-

net To the Autumunl Mnnn she appears first as "mild splen-

dour of the various-vested Xight!" Christabel kneels in the

moonlight to mak.> her gentle vows;° in Frost at Midnight we

see the

silent icicles

Quietly shininfr to the quiet moon.

In Dejection the new Moon is winter-bright.

And overspread with phantom liifht,

(With swimming phantom light o'crspread

at rimmed and circled by a silver thread,)

I see the old Moon in her lap foretelling

The coming on of rain and squally blast.

In The Wanderings of Cain—
Their road was tlirough a forest of fir-trees; at its entrance the trees

stood at distances from each other, and the path was broad, and the
moonlight and the moonlight shadows reposed upon it, and appeared
quietly to inhabit that solitude.

»C/. A. C. Bradley: A Miscellany, p. 182.


