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Tuie Culoili«l P(iO,oL of 2 c' L'i<lind.
A PiCtli'e. By FRtANK SAM1UEL CI[ILD.
New York: 'l'le Bakier & raylor Cio.
Toronto: Williamn lriggs. Pi'ice, $1. 25.
The parson bias ben a favourite sub-

ject iii literature. Noiwhere wvas lie
more of an autocrat than in colonial
New England. lfe touchied life at every
point, and, in monci like0ottonaîîd increase
Matiier, (loIiinatcd society. This vol-
unie is an exceedingly intercsting study
of the shrewd Duteli domiinie of New
York, andi the soinewl<at. wvorIlly Vii,-
ginia clergyman of whloni Thîackeray says,

"Nobleuîen's liangers-on, ijisolvent par-
sons wlio had quarrellcd wvith justice or
the bailiff; they broughit their stainied cas-
socks into the colony iii lopes of finding
a living- thiere."

O ur an thor devotes himiself especially
to the New England parson. The book
,,ivesr ain extraordinary revelation of the
drinking habits of a hundreci yeairs ago.
At an ordination service seventy-four
bowls of punch, eight of brandy, and
twenty-eight bottles of %ville, besides
cherry rn, wvere used. Aniother parson
stowed away thirty-eiglît baî'rels of eider
for uise, and public tlîanks mas given for
the large harvest yield of eider.

A cliapter on the style of sernionizing
is exceedingly curious. A vigorous par-
son %vould l)ieacli and pî'ay foi' tire lxours
ait -. btretch. Many of theml had very
large fzi lie.s; Increcase Matlier hiad
twclv'e, and Cotton Mather hiad fiftuen
children, and otheî's still murîe. Many
of these becanie also mnisters.

It wvas the dlay of long pastorates, one
lasting for seventy ycars, îvnd mnany
others over hiaîf a century. The pro-
mlise, "'witlî long life wvil 1 isatisîy theue,"
wvas strikingly fulfilled. One venierable
iinister is I'eeor(led ais reaching the ripe
age oif 103 years. and leaving 206 living
descendants. Oulhers are inleitionied as)
liig ninety-one years with a pastorate
of six\ty-scveni years; inety years, wvitl a
pa.stoî'ate of sixty-six ; eighty'six years
'vith a pastorate of sixtyftwvo ; eighity-
fivo years witlî a pastorate of sixty ycars.
One hutndred and eighty-nine graduates
of Harvard attained or' passedi the agye
of eighty-four, inost of tliemi inisters.
The book abounds in curious anecdotes
and tlîrows inuchi liglit, on the social and
religious condition 1of the timnes. It is
daintily bound in white and gold witlî
gilt top.
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Qui) V'adis. 'I ZÇcr,'oL<rc of Vie Tî' *jo
.N'co. By IIENI,;tYK SîENuîEWvîts.
Translated froin tlîe Poliý,li by JuanE-
MIAH1 OURTI.N. Boston : Little, Brown

&Company. rI'oroxîto - Williamn Briqtis.
Pp. 541. Price, 8ý2.00.
It is a curious illustration of tlîe cos-

mnopolitan cliaracteî of tlîe i'epublic of
letters tliat~ this story of old pagaîl
Roine is written in tlie Polishi language
and translated by ani Anierican scholaî',

io dates his introduction froni Guate-
mlala, is dedicated to a Frenchi genîtlemn~a,
M. Auguste Comte, and published by a
Boston firiin. Heîîryk Sienkiewvicz is the
author of a reinarkable trilogy of tales
on tlîe ronliantiu, Ilistory of Poland, 'l 'ar-
key, and Sweduii, wîhich have wvon himni
very distiîîguishied reputation.

Thiis narrative of the struggle between
Clîristianity aud paganisin for the pos-
session of the woî'ldois onle wvhicli appeals
to wider sympathies and interest. It is
an intensuly graphie picture of a very
storîniy period. Somie e'.en of Clesar's
houseliold . ind iiear to the throne weî'e
nieînbers of the niew and accursed sect of
Christians, wvhicli it wvas tlie purpose of
C.-esar to staînp) out. Th'le persec'ations
of the early believers are viv idly d escî'ibed.
WVe are present lit the wvoiship of t lie infant
Church, we observe its rites, %% e study
its institutions, we listen to its lholy
hynmns, wve follow tie martyrs to thc dim
crypts <>f the Catacombs, tu the gloony
vauîts of thi, Mainertine p)rison, «to the
feaî'ful perstcutioîîs of tlîe areîîa and the
circus, wvlere gentlu m'aids and inatrons,
scwnl Up1 in tlîe skilis of %vild beasts, are
voî'ried by Miolossiani liouinds, arc butch-
ered to miake a Romn i oliday, or',
swathed in gatrments of piteli, alre bni'ned
as living toi'elles to illunmine tlîe revels of
the mio8t brutal nionster tue wvoî'd ever
sa'v.

lu the pages of this boc()K pass before us,
Pretoniuis, by turns the favouî'ite and the
victini of Nero ; MUarcus Vinicîus, the
pagan. vhio, thiîougli love for' the Clîris-
tian inaiden Lygia, bccomes hillself a,
Chiristianî ; and evenl the august figur'es of
St. Peter and St. Paul. But the niaster-
piece of deî>iction is tlîat mionster of
wickednless, wvhom One of Ilis victills ini
the ainiphitheatre denounces as Anti-
Christ, and predicts foi' liiiiî the just
judgmient of God. W~e follow Nero from
tlîe orgies of ]lis golden lise t,, lus
scenes of guilt and blood, and to lus,


