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THE GRAIN POOL

The knowledge that a very extens
sive combination has prevailed In the
Manitoba graln tradd this season, haa
led to a very considerable agitation
throughout. the ccuntry. The only
thing which hag prevonted this agls
tation from becoming a very disturb-
Ing movement is the fact that grain
prices bavo been comparatively high
his season. It is difficult to raiso an
agitation wlxeg\ people are prosperous
and ccntenteds Agitations thrive, even
without gomicuusc-. during periods of
close times. When discontent prevails,
as it invariably will during close times,
the most bare-faced professional agi-
tator will always secure a, good fol-
lowing., In Afanitoba the lot of. tho
farmer has boen a parxticularly happy
one thiis season, and thls has been the
saving featuro this year. Should tho
same conditions prevail in the
grain  trade during . & ‘season
of podr crops and low prices, it
is certain that a very unpleasant time
would be experlenced. |

Even as it s, there bas been much
mutterings against the grain peol,
and the agitation seems likely toin.
creast as tho winter wears on. Wo
rotice by the country press that meet-
ings aro Ybelog called at different
points to discuss the situation. It is
a matter for much regret “that oceas
sion exists to call forth o, mpvement
of tlis nature. Tho knowledge that
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o grain pool cxlste In tho Manitoba
grain trade, is sure, sooner or later,
to develop very unpleasant conseiue-
ces. The very word, “combination,”
cr “combing” ‘is liko [launting o red
rag beforo o bull, to a great mauny
perzong, and with or without reason
is sure to lead to denunciatlon. The
most circumspect action on the part
of the graln men could not provemt
a very active agltation, were the clir-
cumatances at all fovorable for such.

The movement now seems to  bu
takinyg the shape of an effert to scoure
tho removal of the so-called clevator
nnonopolw e term “monopoly” 4
of course, quite wrongly applied to
tho sltuation in Manltoba. There Is
no such a thing as an elevator mon-
opoly, strictly speaking. There are
certain rallway restrictlions, however.
governing the shipment of grain at
many points, by ivhich shippers are!

obliged to handle thelr grain through .
the elevators. Loading on cars is not

allowod at most elevator polnts.Thero
aro also certain rules providing that
elevators must come up to a certain
standard. These elevator regulations
on the whole, we belleve, have been
a benefit to Manitoba, as they have
lod to the establishment of excellent
grain storagoe and handling facllities
thiroughout the country, without
which our grain trade would be in a
chironieally congested state during
the busy season. The fact that the
farmers themselves have gone large-
1y Into the establishment of clevators,
indicates that they are a great ad-
vantage to the farmers.

. At tho same time, there scems to
be something harsh in the regulation
that a farmer shall not load his grain
directly into a car, providing he wish-
es so to do and can do it without caus-
ing unreasonable delay to traffie,
which Jatter is o very important con-
sideration in our busy season. If farm
ors and othiers had the privilego of
loading directly into cars, and were
to avail themselves largely of the
priviiege, it would eausz such delay
to traffic as would almost paralize the
railways in the busy season. We do
not Dbelieve, however, that the
temoval of the elevator restrictions
would result in any general move-
ment to go by the elevators in ship-
ping grain. The country is now re-
markably well supplied with elevator
facilities, thanks largely to the cle-
vator restrictions imposed in the past.
This belng the case, it would scem pre-
ferable to abolish the restrictions,
rather than have another serlous agi-
taiion in the country.

DAIRY EXPORTS
The exports of dairy products [rom
Afontreal for the season-of navigation
just closed, as reported by wire in The
Commercial last weck, show that our
export trade in dairy products Is still
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expanding. Canada has galned a
lending position a8 an exporter of
dalry goods. and tho results of tho
prescnt season show that wo are still
forging abead in this  particular
Lranch., Checso is still far ahead of
butter in tho quantity and value of
exports. The exports for the conxon
foot up to the turge total of 2,100,000
boxes, or an mereasn of some 370,000
boxes over last year for the suame
reriod.  Practically all this enormous
export of cheese go s to Great Britain.
These exports inetude shipments fromn
Montreal from the first of May to the
close of navigation on November 28
lost. In addition to exports it Y
estimuted that 627,970 boxes of
of chieese are still held, which is groat-
er by 177,000 than stocks held a yeur
ago, thus showing that the total pro-
duction this year hins been even yreat-
er, compared with previous years, than
would appear from tlie exports. One
of the large cliccse operators pluces
the totnl mahe at 2,684,970 boxes, or
an inercase of 627,970 boxes over last
Year. The valuc of thie clicese so [ar
cxported will approximate $15,000,-
000, notwlithstanding the low prives
prevadling this scason. This shows
what a very important industry it s
to Canada. .

The increased output is no doubt par-
tially the cause of lower prices. Fall
cheese realized 1-2 to 1 cent per
pound under prices pald a year ago.
Prices during the ecarly part of the
scason, however, were good, €o that
the average price for the scagon. s
not materially lower than last year.
The highest price was 10¢ in Augnst.

The' secson’s export butter trade has
not been entircly satisfactory, owiag
to the weak conlition of export mar-
kets during the latter part of the
season. The butter exports repre-
sent 220,252 packages, compared witly
157,321 packages last year, <hus
showing an incrcase of 62,000 pack-
ages this year. Last year’s exports
were 87,600 packages greater than
1803, and 1805 exports were more
than double these of 1894,  Our, but-
ter trade seems to be developing in a
fairly satisfactory manner, and lMke
clicese it practically, ali goes to
Great Britain, which country is the
food consumer of thie world’s surplus in
many lines, TYhile our export butter
trade is growing, there should be room
for a. much greater increase than has
yet taken place. Great Britain’s im-
ports of butter amount to the enor-
mous value of about §25,000,000 an-
nually, and of this Canada furnishes.
this year less than $3,000,000, though
our butter exports this year are the
largest oun record.

The following table of exports of
dairy products from the port of Afont-
real during the navigation season, for
23 years, is compiled by the Gazette
of that city:
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