
rHE COMMERCIAL

annexation to tlic United States, nor by
anly Systcîn of tarili' manipulation which
would bury the commercial ideutity of
tijeir country in that of their noiglîbors
soutit. As ta, our producers, wo cati sec
noc point ia whicli their living is iniferior
ta that of ttîase lu the United States, aîîd
the condition of our laborers we daini is
muchi botter. The squaîor, wratcliecdness
and degredation to bc found ini the cities
of the United States are as yet unknown
in Camnada, nor docs social amarchy ind
within our boundaries tho inateriul ai
whiclî ta fatten and thrive as it does
across the line, wvherc during tlic past
year i fihas shakexi the social and coin-
inercial fabrics of the great rcpublic to
flîcir vcry foundfat ions. Wue have foevr
millionaires iii proportion ta our popula-
tionà tian iii the U'nited States, but wve
hiave also fewcr socialists, anarchiists amîd
othcrs, whlo find iii tlic aîsoialy of tlic
rich growing riclîcr and the peor becomniîg
poorer in a boasteci land of cquality, gcod
material with which ta feed the smouléer-
ing fires of social volcaîîoes. Wc arc sat-
isfied ta beur with a great limitation of
the foi tumer ta, securo inmminunity f roitheli
latter.

As ta aur business nien, tlîey cati look
after their owmî inter 2sts at tho ballot
boxes, and in doing s0 thcy cau sec
thaý. cotinîiercia!ly Canada bias mnadc rapid
strides forwçard, sitîce it was shut ouf frontî
tîme market of the United States by tarifs,
flot only hostile but sciffisît and dislionest.
Our business tmen know flic value ta place
upoa a market, in wvhicli ttieir cvery pro-
duet has ta, face a loi-al _,ompetitor, and
ta, the tait of wli;-zh they can only be
tacked on at best. Coorcion .îev'er
accomiplishes nîncli' tîmat it ains nt, but
offen produces opposite effeets, and sa it
has beenu ii tîme systemi of commercial
coorcion, %vlîiclî United States statesnmen
flmitk the have been applying ta, Caniada
during thcy last quarter af a century.
Titis intended coercion lias only souril.1-
the key note af Canadian commercial pro-
grIess and developnment, and every wveak
point in tîtat great wvork is ecarily trace-
able f', the evils of tlîe setfislî systern oi
aur neighbors, wliich wve have incorpor-
ated. Forced ta, sehiisliness as a policy
ai reprisai wc may say, Canada hus cam
rnercialty only been slowly but steadily
discoverin- dluring tîme last fifteen years
ifs awîî natural elemients of commercial
independince and greatness.

Nor lias Canada foui.d out ftat a

Britishi cotînectiomi lias boeti amîy drag
mîpon its comnmiercial progress. Sucli a
conîmection leuves tho Daînmmaîaii froc ta
cultivate comnmeîrcialI relations % itti aiy
iaticti ii tlîc warld at pure frc frade
prilîciples or trotct its omzi hainte trndu
ititereas just as itsi peoplei pleae. But
tuep anuxation talked af by thie Jl<-vker's
.Ifayazine, or even commercial untioni witli
tlîe United States uî'dcr tlîe presont self-
isît amic exclusive tarifl's of fliat country
mnus for Caniada tîto burial boyomid liopo
ai resurrection o! cvery vestige af its cou,-
nierciat identify. The business ina of
titis D)ominion, Nvlîa as tlo Jlanker's Jfaga-
zinc States, wantIl "ta carîl more, livo
catsier, and accutmulato property moe
rapidly," are tnt prcpared ta try the tun-
r.exatiomî course af reacîig thîcir nis,
amîd we beli-va e i ajority o! our othior
classes will agrec Nmithti îe. Thto scliislî-
ness ai flic Uniited States lias only forced
Canada ta commence iii earticst Uic duvet-
opinent ai ifs owîî unbouinded resaurces,
and tlic progrcss alrcady mîado iii flat
directionî lias brouglit, tlîc convictioni flat
the Dominmioni is niakimmg ifs wvay rapidly
tovards ai place aiîong, tlic truly gretit
nationîs o! tItis Nworldl, and slîould if becoino
ilecs-ssary ta sPVet flic tic betweciî it and
Great Britain, if wilt oîîly ho ta lt
Canada go frc wiflî the bcst Nvislies of
ifs former protectar and colonizer, ta tcko
its plax, aion- such natons. T1'li sftat-
cd ambition (if it âeserves even tliat
naine) 1., tircome a îîartlîera tailt t li
United States conmmercial kite is iat
favorably looked upon by mnany Caîmadians
ami by vcry few Canadian business mcn,
notwitlistammdiny tlic statementý ai the
JaikWrs IfagaÏt*te, tîtat; tho inajarity ai
tîtein are soecager for animcxatioii.

DATING AHEAD.
The practice of dating aliead by Nvliole-

sale lîou';es toc, cager ta puslî business lias
reaclied a point iii tmo Narttîwcst wvlore
trade safety is scriousty inenaceci tlicreby.
'J'lic practice wve suppose witl iver get
statupcd out, but tliero is surely saine
mncthod by wlichd if can lie X-ept within
inodcrately safe hauits, wlîicl it, is by ne
mnuas at present.

Weare Nvell avvarc tîat la sanebrancies
af the wlîolesale trade ordei-s have ta, be
taken froiti sainples four or five mîîoîths
bti.ore deli'%cîy, fi-oi tli fact that tlic
gonds ordered are net nmanufacturcd wlmcn
ardcred, and tme wvholesaler finds tmo
orders fakemi front saniples very usoful as
a guide ta the variety and quanfity ai
stock fa iiiake iip fur a coming scason,
Oft,ni witli sucil wlilesulcrs8 it is a cati

venionce, ta have the retailer tako dcliv-
cry af his goods i eîîg bpforo tlîe latter
requires tîtein, as ovcrcrowdimg ai stock
and extra itîstramîce is thus avoidcd by
tlîo ,viiolesn!er. I1louses ai titis class hava
soîne argumienît ii favor af dafiig alicad,
but by tio iemis for carryiiîg tho practico
ta, thme cxtent it is naov carricd ta. For
inmstance 'vo know numeraus refailers in
titis countr'y wh'tt now have tîjeir faIt ani
wiîter -oeols iii tliuir stores amud tîte credif
tlîey have iLougmt ai is six mnmlis front
thie firsf af October next, an;d wvo kiow ai
a few wlîo have reccived goods dated six
mmoni lis f roin lirt-sf Novetuber. The ex-
igeniîces af honses wlio have ta nmanufac-
tatre ti1t'ir >goods nieyer did and neyer wiIt
call for sucli exteiîded credits, and we pro-
naunce flic systein dauîgerous at besf, and
uncler somne cireuimîstances demmoralizing an
business generalhy.

But tliere arc anothier class of wholesa-
]ers vho go iii for leng credits and dating
atîead amid tliese arc tliose wlîî, wish ta
kecp omit coinpetitimi frein othiers who
wvoutd cut prices. To give sucti tang cre-
dits requit-es long fimiamcial resaurces, and
by fliat paticy mei o! litnited means ara
kcpt eut af flic trade, and flic wealthy
lieuses eunga,-ed tlîcreinmcaîîtlîns keep prices
up. The end i vie'v nay be laudabto but
flic mîcans used Ne nmust condenîn as bad
in primiciple amîd tcnding ta encourage lax-
ity orý the part of tiva ictailers Suad ta.

Five years ago a credit f aitwo nmonthts
li-ager tîtamni ic c ast wvas necessary in
flic Narthwest. Mcatis af transportation
were thon very po<»', ammd goeds frein the
cast camme quickly if the retailer received
thern two, nonths ai ter ftic vhîoesaler shîip-
ped themn. Banking facitities and other
arrangements for prompt collections were
thoen deticieît. and a liberal lcngttî ai cre-
dif was a nccessity. But tliings hava
clîanged now, ammd gods can reach any,
railway poinît iiitftis country %vithin a
wveck or fen days lafer titan fhcy would
reacli ai eastermi point. Banking facilifies
are alse greatly iîmproved and altageîmer
the neccssity for long credifs and dafing
alîead is nohimg now conpared to a iew
years agro. Them in fitis province we have
ami exemption Iaw wifli wvhich in force tlîe
retaileris net coîmducting business on sound
primîciples if hie credits the consumer. That
act wvifI ail ifs attendimg ovils is a procla-
mation af "lsellieor cash only " by the re-

taîter whîa uiderstands tus business and
attends to if.

Twa or flîrc ycars ago when this coun-
try was buried umîder dopression, thora
was mme dafing ahead or selting on long
credits, ard ta, fiat facf nmay bo attrib-
uted the rapid business recovery here in
spite ofi rebelliati and ofimer drawbauks.
It miglît bu c,-li to stick tu, these Short-
cned credits, for assuredty, many shrewd
business mcon wvto Juiiderstanid this caun-
try look upon tîîe departure fraont thera
as a gataway through which unsafety, if
Dof disaster, nmay croup upan us at any
tine and wihout much wvarnimg.
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