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FRANCISCAN ANNALS.

Rightly to understand the personal-
ity of o leader of men, you must
rocognise the distinotive charasters of
the men who crowd around him, and
find in him » vongonial soul and the
voice of their ownsouls. Fora leader
of men is necessarily a mary-sided
oharacter — & contre sround which
opposing forces gather in harmony ;
and every opposing force is a ravela.
tion of the manifold forces that make
tho leader,

Tho carly companions of St. Francis
were men of different moulds. Brother
Bernard of Quintavalle had the docile
gel-abandon of St. Francis himsel,
without the Saint's power of eelf-
determination ; Brother Peter of Ca-
tania seems to have been & man of
more deliberate temper—an excellent
administrator of a small well-dis-
ciplined family; but most in-
dividual in mind and heart was
Brother Giles of Assisi. He was the
wicdom of the company; a man of
decp thought and finely-toned moral
fibre; deeply intent on the meaning
of life; not in any sense an active
leader, but such a man as gives
strength to any company in which he
is welcomed. His strong, fall per-
gonality is one of the purest and
deepest sources of Franciscan tra-
dition.

There is, perhaps, no more charm-
ing chay®ar in the Fforesti than that
which ~describes the journey of
Brother Giles as a pilgrim to the
Holy Land : it is a chapter of history,
to be carefully read by every student
of early Franciscan life. Thus does it
run : * Brother Giles, by permission
of St. Francis, went to visit the Holy
Sepulchre of Christ ; and, being come
to the port of Brindisi, he was obliged
% tarry there many days, becaunse
thers was no ship resdy to sail.
Brother Giles, desiring to live by his
labour, got a vessel and filled it with
water, snd went round the city cry-
ing: * Who wants wster? And for
his labour he received bread aad all
things necessary for the bodily sapport
of himself and his companicn. Then
he passed over the sea, and with great
devotion visited the Sepulchre of
Christ and other Holy Places. And
as he returned be abode for some dsys
in the city of Ancona, and, because
he was accustomed to live by his
Jabour, he mado baskets of rashas and
sold them, not for money, but for
bread for himself and his companion ;
and he carried the dead to their barial
for the same wages. But when even
this failed him, then he begged at the
table of Jesus Christ, asking alms
from door to door. So with much
lasbour &nd in mauch poverty, he
rotarned to St. Mary of the Angels.”

It is not ecasy in this decorous
nineteenth century to realise the
pictare of a Franciscan Frier going
about the town with a water-pail, or
with & burden of baskets, earning bis
daily bread in the eame fashion as an
ordinary workman. And yet what
Brother Giles did we may bo sure was
no uncommen thing among those
early Friars Minor; pay, from certain
incidents related in the chronicles we
know that it as no unusual tking fox
the lay-brethren to work as commox
workmen oa the lands of others; and
in these historical facts we have a
touching commentary upon that chap-
ter of St. Franciz's rule, relatmg to
1abour and the reception of alms. It
was doubtless on the sirength of these
rocorded facts thatan Anglican Bighop
very lately declared that tho carliest
Frars Mipor were not mendicants,
bat were rather working mea carning
their bread in so farus they were sble;
b- .. when they conld not obtsin wages,
thoy wero to seck elms from door to

door. Stillit is truo that in this rale
St. Francis d&'d but describe tho
ordinasy position of an mdependent
workman of his tume.
people
gystem of labour and wage; thoy were

acoustomed to give and recsive with
out thought of a just equivalent, as is
the case in all imperfectly doveloped
communities. It wore a sad case for
any ordinary wmun in the Middle
Ages to have had to depend for
livelihood solely upon his labour;
such a thing were impossible in the
existing state of soociety.

Howover, to the medinval folk of
St. Francis’s day, the Friar Minor,
who went about hawking his freshly
drawn water or his baskets, would not
make the same presentmant as he
would in the world of to-day. The
Franciscan frook, then, was uot strict-
l{la ¢ Roligious” habit in the sight of
the people; it was merely a sort of
peasant dress; und tho Frair would
appeer to the stranger no more singa-
lar than in these times does the
counirymen, clad in smock, who enters
the town. It is true the dress of the
Friars excited attention in some parts
where it was altogether novel, as in
Germany ; but then the foreign tongue
and southern cast of features, as well
ag the Umbrian garb, drow the crowds
around them. And when these strange
foreigners nnnounced themselves asa
band of penitential preachers, suspicion
was aroused against them at once:
for were not the penitential preachers
who went about in sackeloth end rags
all heretics—Waldenses and such-
like? Andso the Fnars had to suffer
for the sins of those who had gone
before them.

Of cource, once the Friars wers
recognised as Religious, their habit;
immedistely became an object o
respect, and before very many years
was an exclusively Religious dress.
And as a man's coat (as every student
of man well knows) is one of the great
determining influences of his life, so
as the Friars® habit became more and
more a distinctively Religious dress,
the Friars themselves became more
conventual and conformed more to the
monners of the traditional monastic
life. For at first the Friars were in no
sense recognised as Monks : their life
was egssentially Apostolic; nor did
they claim the title or character of
Monks. In this St. Francis differed
fundsmentally from St. Dominie,
whose Order was an adaptation of the
monastic life to missionary preach-
ing; so that even to this day the
Dominicans use the morastic rite and
Breviary. But 8t. Francis did not at
all profess to be a Monk: bence he
was not obliged by law to adopt the
mopastic rite, and, in fact, did not
adoptit. His Friars, who were clerics,
gimply recited the Psalmody of the
secular clerics and used their rite in
Mass and the Divine Office ; and the
lay-brothers joined in spirit with the
Divine Psalmody; sccording to the
manner of the time, reciting the Pater
Noster - for every worthy Catholic in
those days prayed at tho canonical
hours. Even in regard to fasting, St.
Francis did not enjoin the traditional
monastic facts which began in Septem-
ber and lasted, with greater or less
soverity, until Easter ; bat he simply
commanded hia Friars to observe the
twe Lents and the Friday fast, then
obligatory on all the Faithful; the
Epipbany Lent he advised as of
devotion to those Friars who degired
to observe it: he only lengtbened by
a few days the Christmas Lent. So
that in regard $o externsl observances,
the Friars Minor were in the same
running 83 the ordinary Faithfuol;
they were in no way monastic.
Hence they wore so frequently regard-
ed with saspicion by the Morksat the
time, who evidently were mach

nzzled to understand what sort of
ifo theso Friars professed; iaking
vows snd living in Communizy, yet in
no way bound o monastic enrlosuro
and choir, or to monastic rules in
general. As someoue has remarked,
the Friars carried <he Religious life

The medizval |
lmew little of our modem |

ont of the cloister into the world, and
for the first time it was discovered
+a man could be a Religious and

yot not a Monk., Ii was a dovelop-
ment of the iden of the Religious life
—the radical character of which was
hardly appreociated at the time ; and is
not always appreciated oven now,

The unfolding of a Religious Order
is ope of the most instructive pheno-
mons in Church history ; therein do
you see the idea of the Founder, por-
meating the various conditions of the
lifo of tho ages in whioh his Institute
is cast: in onoh ago does the great
idea assume forms that are new, and
cast off forms that are old. The
ages never return, and it is futile
waiting, waiting for their return.
Yot it is only in the history of the
ages that are gone that you learn the
living truth of the ages that are to
come. But it is well betimes to go
behind the succession of ages and gae
upon the originating force — the
Founders and their earlicst disoiples—
in whom the idea first lived; who
were less straitened by traditional
usages and paesing forms and exhibit
the truth of their lives in fresh spon.
tancous movements of rebirth.

Anecdote of Father Burke,

———

Every one knows the late Fsther
Barke was a ready wit, brimful of gen-
vine Irish humor. From a mass of
cnecdotes we select the following azan
illustration of his happy method of en-
forcing the truth. He was lecturing
on “The Vitality of the Catholic
Church :"—* When Pius VII. was im-
prisoned, end the great Napoleon pur-
sued his victorious carveer through
Russia in his march on Moscow, there
was s poor gardeper in Ireland who
worked for o I'rotestant gentleman.
He was inthe gorden cre morning
when he was sccosted by his employer
thus :

«¢ Well, Pat, you'll bave to give up
the Pope ot last. He is gone; he'll
never come back to Rome again ¥

“¢Do you tell me zo0 ' ceid Pat.

“¢Oh ! it's a fact; you'll neversee a
Pope in Rows again !

¢ \Vell,’ said the poor man, ‘I can't
beliove that 1’

“1] will lay you a wsgerit's afact,’
replicd the gentleman.

¢- ¢« T have no monuy,’ answered Pat,
¢ but I have a little pig, and if yoa lay
a five-pound note against the pig, I'll
lay & wager that before the pig is big
enough and fat enough to be killed the
Pope will be back again in Rome.’

 Napoleon fell like the Temple of
Dagon when Samsor pulled the pil-
lars from under it, and Pins VI came
back to Rome. Then the poor man
went to his master and received the
five pounds. Bat when he took the
money bome to his wife,;she said:
¢ Oh, you had no business to kewvp the
daceat man’s money. The bet wasn't
a fair ono ; you knew before-herd bow
it would tura out.’ . So the man went
back to restore the five ponnds, saying
to his master: ¢ It wasn't a fair bet;
I was sure of the pig all the time."”

Growlog Ol¢

As grapes sweeten when touched by
frost and the forest leaves turn golden,
80 life shonld mellow and sweetea with
age. Blestisthohousebold whose fam-
ily cizcle contains a yrandfather or a
grandmotber who has grown old beauti-
fully; whoss mind and besrt retain the
activity snd freshness of youth though
the hand may boslow with ita burden of
years. Haviog welked this planet for
two or more generations, they havo ac-
quired a knowledge of its afieira which
should bp cousidered invaluable, nor
ought they to dream of slipping away
betore delivering their message to us.
They bave lived and loved, hoped and
lost. Thbey have fought tho battles
wo must fight ; they have cromed the
rivers we must crosa.
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JUST RECEED

Supplementum Breviarii ad Usum
Provinclarum Quebecen ; Ma-
rianopolitan et Oitavien, in
Regione Canadonsi.

Slze, 4 x 6, gilt edgos, por sot....uett 5lcta.

Ditto, sizo 43 = 7, ¢ st . ..nett B0ots.

———

Lithograph of Rev., Father Dowd.
Siro 22x 28 . ciieciacnccanans Prico 80cta.

The Two Chiniquys—

Father Chiniquy vs.

Minister Chiniquy.
Price 10cts.

& Aoy of the above mallsd froe of post
ago on recelpt of price.

D. & J. SADLIER;,

No. 123 Church strect, No. 1639 Notre Dame st
“Toronto, Ont. Montreal, P.Q

NOTIOCE:.

e ——

FRIDAY, the 14th day of April next,
will bo the last day for presenting Petitions
fer Privato Bills.

FRIDAY, tho 21st day of April pext,
wilLbe tho last day for introducing Private
Bil

} iTHURSDAY, the 4th day of May next,
will bo the last doy of receiving Reports of
Committoes on Private Bills. )

CHARLES CLARKE,
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly.

Toroxto, 11th March, 1893. 12

RUBBER BOOTS,

And Other Rubber Goods Repaired

H. J. La FORGE

Fine Boots & Shoas Mzade to Ordér
132 CHURCH STREET

Toronto, - Ont.

TEETH WITH OR
[ITHOUT A PLATE
“VITALIZED AIR*

For ons month prior to alterations in
ais pariors, C. H. RIGGS, the Popaular
Dentiat, S.E. Corner King and Yongoe Sts'
will continuo to make plates with best
Toeth at his °lsd rat:ls. ainloss ‘sxtmction
gusran pocial attention also given
20 Gold and Silver filling.

WEDDIKGS,
WEDDING caxes,

WEDDING suppuies,

HARRY WEBD,
447 YONGE STBEET,

Toronto.

20
St. Jerome’s College
Berlin, Ont.

Complote Claxaleal, Phil hical aad Com-
morcial courses, zod Ehorthand and Type-
writing. For farihor particulars addross,

Terms jncludin:
oepl for books 8111

Rgv. Texo. Srezz, C. R., D.D.,
Prexident.




