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as to be littie capable of feeling the suffering with which, lie is
credited. But however lie niay feel it, it seeins undeniabie that
the mont excruciating mental suffering that is over in sixty
seconds eau only be as a featherweiglit in thec balance compared
with the protracted agony of many years' penal servitude. 1
pasa, therefore, to the more formidable side of capital punish-
ment-the terrible anticipations of the ast ;veeks of life. We
have to compare one day of anticipation with one day of penal
servi+uide, and endeavour to estimiate by how miucli the agony
of tnie former exceeds that of the latter. l'le waiting antiei-

patioli appeals so vividly to our ininds, and is so forcibly realized,
that we are apt to over-estimatc its pain, in coluparison ivitli that
of' the les easily rcprcscnted penal servitu'le. It seenis probable
that Fechner's laws of sensatiouz. may be applicable here. lus
theory states tliat sensation only iniercases in urithmietioal pro-

gression whien the stimulus increases in geometrieal progres-
sion. \Vhich, if we 'nay drnw the analogy, îîîeans that if a cer'-
tain stimulus produces a certaiin qiuantity of painî, double that
stiniflus %vili prodnce x'ery nîîtch less than dauble the quantity
of pain. So that, wlhen. the pain lias already reached a tolcrahlv
high level, it will reqîîirc- a very, large iineremient of sifinulus to
produce a. very sinail increiriént of pain Now, the one penal
unit per diemi whichi accrues to the conviet in peflal servitude
is already a fairly higli degree of pain. To a refined persoii, it

inuat he such a dcgree as is xîot susceptible of a very large- iii-
CrOàse under any stimulas. The stiimuilus of aaitieipated <leath
is far froni being the worst of liuma,î inflietions. There is no
phYsical pain attaclied to it; iior baive 1 ever heard of a criinafl
goiing off his head on aceounit of it. As a doloriferous agency,
theretore, it must be concluded that the prospect of deatb,
thouigl considerably greater, is îiot iuineasurably greater, than

the cowbined physical and mental su«ferinigs of penal servitude.

And the quantity of suffering actually felt Nvoul be, under
Feehner's law, vcry xnuch less than proportional to the increase

of the doloriferous agency. Seeing hou- inucli suffering is in-
eludevd in the one penal unit of penal servitude. it scems rea-


