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ON COMMERCE^ 7

The French fitiiatcd under a more favourable (ky, and upon a*
liappy a foil, had for a long time flaitcred thcmfelvef, that they

' kad much to bdiow upon other nations, and fcarce any thing to
alk from them. But the great Coliirt thought otherwife: He
opened Manufaftures for all the Arts. Woolen ilufFs, fillcs, dyes,
embroideries, and gold and filver AufFs were brought to fiich a'Q

exquifite degree of refinemant in the hands of the French, that the
preference was given them every where. The chance of navigati-
on had given France fomc poiTefiions in the new world. The
ambition of a few individuals formed Colonics there, which were
ibon aggrandized hy the trade of the Dutch atid finglifli A na»
val force was then eftabliihed, pan the flrength ot the national
commerce, to reftore to the mother country its natural conoexioa
with the Colonics, and fo they necefFarily made a double profit

upon the materials and workmanfliip of the manufaAures, and
Prance ftiil enjoys a fuperiority over otli.r natftns in all thofc arta

«f Luxory and ornament, wliich procure riches to induftry.

It would be an eafy and agreeable t^llc to dcfcribe the Roman*
with the fingle art of war, ruining all other arts, and fabdaingall
other nations, indolent or commercial, civilized or favage ; but it

is more pleafing to view all Europe peopled with laborious nations,

who are contin^ially going round the Globe, to cultivate and
make it fit for mankind ; who are put in motion by the vivifying
breath of induftry, feek in the abyfs of the ocean , and in tfee

bowels of rocks, for new fupports, or new enjoyments; (iir and
faife up the earth with ail the mechanic powers invented by geniu< i
eftablifli between the two hemifpheret, by the happy improve-
inents in tht: art of navigation, a communication of flying bridges,
as it were, that unite one continent with the other j purfue all

the tracts of the fun, overcome the annual barriers, and pafs
from the tropics to the poles on the wings of the wind ; in a word
to fee them open all the llreami of population and pleafure, iu
orderto pour them upon the face of the earth through a tbonfand
clianneh. It is then, perhaps, that the Dii/in/'/y contemplatet hie
works with Satisfaflion, and ^ati net ripint him/elf •/ having math
man.

Tht trader takes in both worlds at one view. Nothing maft
efcape him ; he mud forfee the influence of the feafons upon the
plenty, the fcarcity, and the quality of commodities ; upon the
departure or return of his Ihips ; the influence of political affair*

apon thofc of commerce ; the changes which war or peace niuft

necelTariljr occafion in the prices and run cf sierchandize, in tbe
quantity and choice of provifjons j in the ihte of the cities, and
ports of the whole world ; he muft know the ronfequences that an
alliance of the northern nations may .lave under the torrid zone ;
the progrefs either towards aggrandiiement or decay, of the ieveral
trading companies ; the counter ftroke that the fall of at>y European
power in India may give to Ahica and America ; the flagnation that

nay be produced io certain ountriet, by the blocking up of fome
channels
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