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lafety again (I every enemy, fave theirown ambition,

and republican principles. Such were the benefits

bellowed by the State, before the end of the year

1763, without any alloy of one aft of intentional

injuftice or oppreflTion, or a fingle injury done and
complained of, which remained uuredrcfled.

Surely no candid and rational mind can look for

the caufe of rebellion in a conduft io truly

benevolent.
It is neeedlefs to fay more in vindication of the

conduft of the State antecedent to the time I have
mentioned. The Congrefs themfelves confcfs^

that the Colonies have no grievances to complain
of before that period. They declare, ** if Govern-
ment will place them in the fituation they were in

before the year 1 763, their complaints will fubfide."

Nothing therefore can remain, but to examine
whether any afts of injuftice or oppreflion have
been done fmce that time, that could give rife to

open rebellion.

The conduft of Government fubfequent to this

period being grounded on the antecedent circum-
fiances of the Colonies, we mud, look back to the

commencement of the lad war. At that time
France meditated the conquefl of Britifh America.
Hoftilities were begun on the Ohio, wJthra the

boundaries of Virginia and Pennfylvania, white
vigorous preparations were making to invade New
England from Canada. Alarmed at the impending
djngcr, and confcious of their own inability to

withftand the power of France, the Colonies fup-
plicated the proteftion of the Mother-country. A
Britifh fleet under Commodore Keppel, and a
Britifli army haftened to their afliftance. The
ftrongeft of all motives now preflfed them to exert
their utmoft abilities, in defence of their cWil and
religious rights.

But before the year 1763, America had been
€on(tdered as in an infant (late, capable of contri-

buting little towards the national defence. Jufl
Information refpefting th« amount of her wealth,
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