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from iliis or that particular immediately prefent ; the relation of

miaiii and cuds baag beyond the llretch of their faculties. Nor

have they the leall: notion of purfuing fuch intentions as will procure

themfelves fome future good, or guard them againft future evils. Their

will is proportional to their faculties, and all their pafTions move in a

very narrow fphere. Ambition tiiey iiave none, and are more defirous

of being accounted flrong than valiant. The objedls of ambition with

us, honour, fame, reputation, titles, pofts, and diftindions of fuperi-

ority, are unknown among them i fo that this powerful fpring of

aftion, the caufe of fo much feeming good and real evil in the world,

has no power here. This difpofition of mind, as it gives them up to

an amazing languor and laflitude, their lives fleeting away in a per-

petual inactivity and deteftation of labour, fo it likewife induces them

to be attradted by the firft: objedb which their own fancy, or the per-

fuafion of another, place before them ; and at the fame time renders

them as prone to alter their refolutions with the fame facility. They

look with indifference upon any kindnefs done them ; nor is even the

bare remembrance of it to be expefted from them. In a word, the

unhappy mortals may be compared to children, in whom die de-

velopement of reafon is not completed. They may indeed be called

a nation who never arrive at manhood. Hift. of Californ. Engl Tranfl.

i. 64. 67. Mr. Ellis gives a fimilar account of the want of forefight

and inconfideratc difpofition of the people adjacent to Hudfon's Bay.

Voyage, p. 194, 193.

The incapacity of the Americans is fo remarkable, that negroes

from all the different provinces of Africa are obferved to be more

capable of improving by inftruftion. They acquire the knowledge of

feveral particulars which the Americans cannot comprehend. Hence

the negroes, though flaves, value themfelves as a fuperior order of

beings, and look down upon the Americans with contempt, as void

of capacity and of rational difcernment. Ulloa Notic. Americ. 3^2,
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