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To secure the border inhabitants from the horrors of war,

and the country from hostile invasion, the Convention, on the 7th

of August, by a resolution of their body, in the name of the

people of Texas, had requested the President of the United

States to send troops without delay to the western frontier.

Under these circumstances, the president, viewing Texas
as an integral part of the Union, threatened with foreign in-

vasion, caused a portion of the Federal troops to concentrate

near the western frontier of Texas, as an army of observaticm

and occupancy. Before the middle of August, detachments of

mounted dragoons, infantry, and field artillery were advancing

into Texas in every direction from the Valley of the Mississip-

pi. On the 27th of August, General Taylor, from Fort Jes-

sup, at the head of about two thousand men, including Colonel

Twigg's regiment of dragoons, and Major Ringgold's flying ar-

tillery, arrived at Corpus Christi, on the west side of the Nue-

ces, where his headquarters were established until the middle

of March following, when, in obedience to orders from the

government, he advanced toward the Rio del Norte.

Meantime, the assent of Texas, as expressed through the ex-

isting government and the sovereign people in convention as-

sembled, having been given to the terms proposed by the Unit-

ed States, the president proceeded to take the necessary steps

and measures for consummating the annexation for the final

ratification of Congress, and the formal admission of Texas into

the Union on an equal footing with the original states. In his

annual message of December, 1845, President Polk submitted

the whole subject to Congress for their consideration. The
following is a brief extract from the message

:

" The terms of annexation which were offered by the United

States having been accepted by Texas, the public faith of both

parties is solemnly pledged to the compact of their union.

" His excellency, the president, at a council of the ministers, and with their foil aa*

sent, has been pleased to order me to address the chamber in the following terms, u
approved by the oooncil

:

"Article I. From the moment when die supreme government shall know that the

department of Texas has annexed itself to the American Union, or that troops from

the Union have invaded it, it shall declare the nation at war with the United States of

Korth America.
" Article 2. The object of this war shall be to secure the integrity of the Mexican

Territory, according to its ancient limits, acknowledged by the United States in treat,

ies from the year 1828 to 1636, and to insore the independence of the nation.

" God and Liberty

!

Luis G. CctTiJ.
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