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'-'' VOYAGES TO THE
On our arrival with the Felice in China, in the autamn of 1788, the

agent of the merchants in England, and the agent of the merchants in

India, formed an union of intereils, and aflbciated themfelves under a

joint ftock, to carry on the fur trade of America. They accordingly

equipped a fhip called the Argonaut, under the dire£tion of Mr. Colnet,

a lieutenant in his Maje(ly*s navy, and who had commanded in the

years 1787 and 1788, the (hip Prince of Wales of London, belonging

to the merchants trading to America. This (hip had performed her

voyage to the coaft, and returned to China with a valuable cargo of

furs in 1788, and from thence to England, laden with teas on account of

the Eaft India Company. Mr. Colnet quitted the Prince of Wales in

China, to command the Argonaut, and take charge of the alTociated

merchants property on the coaft of America. Of his nautical abilities I

fhall only obfcrve, that they are fuch as to receive no addition to their

reputation from any teftimony of mine : he accordingly prepared the

Argonaut for Tea, and the Princefs Royal of London, a vefTel belonging

to the fame commercial fociety.
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Thefe (hips were not ready for fea till the 17th of April, 1789;

when, on comparing the tracks of the Felice and the Iphigenia, and the

time thty met the Monfoon or Wefterly winds in the Northern Pacific

Ocean, it was thouglit that tlie parage to America might be effected

between Luconia and Formo(a, with greater eafe and expedition than

by purfuing the track by Magindanao.

The Princefs Royal therefore failed in February, and did not reach

the coaft of America in lefs than (ixteen weeks : but the tardinefs of

her voyage arofe from her being a very heavy failer, and not copper-

bottomed.—Whereas the Argonaut, who was both flieathed with copper

and a prime failer, left China the 26th of April, 1 789, and arrived in
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