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4 EXCURSIONS IN NEWFOUNDLAND. [Chap. IX.

crossed this brook by a wooden bridge, and

presently came to a place where three men
were employed in blasting* and clearing away

a mass of rock that obstructed the road. The

rock was an intensely hard, close, tough, sili-

ceous stone with few joints, and was about as

troublesome a piece of stuff to cut through as I

had ever seen. Although it was so early in the

season, we were attacked by mosquitoes whilst

talking to these men, and received one or two

bites. These mosquitoes were of the kind

called in Newfoundland gallinippers : they

are a species of gnat, with long thin legs and

a slender body, having a long trunk or pro-

boscis, the end of which they insert into the

skin, and suck the blood till their bodies in-

crease to three or four times their original

size, becoming quite red and bloated. A
swelling forms round the bite, which continues

painful and irritable at times for a fortnight

or three weeks. Another kind, which in New-

foundland is always distinguished as the mos-

quito, is a little black fly with white thighs,

and is more like a small house-fly than a

gnat: and thii insect seems to bite ofi* a

piece of the skin, as the wound bleeds copi-


