
VI PREFACE.
others, I have already faid, were the Incitements to quit my Obfcii-

rity : And I Hull now give fome Account of the following Work,

and of the Steps I have taken to make my Appearance in as favour-

able a Light as pofllble.

The major Part is an acknowledged ColleAion, or TranHation (as

fuch general Works muft be) from the bcft Authors, who in moft

Languages have wrote on the Subjcdt, and more cfpecially from

Monf. Savory % DiSlionaire de CQttttnerce\ correded, however, and

fupplied by thofc Obfervations which a thirty Year's Pradlicc, more

than half fpcnt abroad, and not negligently run through, had ena-

bled me to make : And I think I may, without Vanity, in fome Mca-
furc deem myfelf a competent Judge in thefe Affairs, that have been

my chief Study and the principal Bufmefs of my Life : Yet I readily

fubmit my Labours to the Cenfure of fliperior Abilities, and rather

wi(h than fear to fee them improved to the Advantage of my Coun-
trymen ; being confcious, that, notwithftanding all my Care and
Afllduity, they ftand in need of great Indulgence, for which I muft

rely on my Reader's Candour. And I owe my Acknowledgnurnts

(which I defire in this publick Manner to pay) to that worthy pro-

moter of Trade, Mr. R. Norcliffe of Hull., who generoufly furnfflied

me (even unafked) witli many judicious Renurks on the Traffick

of Denmark^ Norway^ and the Sound ; from which I cxtraded the

greateft Part of what I have faid about it. Francis Mannock, Efq;

favoured me with the Impofts on Merchandize at Cadiz ; as Mr.
yobn Debonaire did with the Trials about Non-compliance with ac-

cepted Bills (in which he was a Party) in Portugal, and with an Efti-

mate of our Commerce to that Kingdom. Mr. John Heaton,

(a Gentlemanof the greateftCandour and Benevolence) and Mr. yohn
Rayner, both Attornies, • and defervedly placed among the few at

the Head of their Profeflion, were fo kind as to lend me fome Af-

Ilftance ; as Mr. Cranuford, and Mr. , two other noted Attor-

nies did : By all whom I beg my Thanks may be accepted.

The Form I have put my Bouk in, I believed would beft fuit my
Intentions of having every Particular readily turned to, as Occafion

ftiould require, which the large Contents at the Beginning, and ex-

tensive Index at the End, will immediately lead my Reader to. And
as every Subjed is placed by itfelf, the Chain of Reading is not broke

through, as it is in the Di^ionarial and fome other Methods ; there-

fore I hope this, which I have elefted, will be approved.

And though a ColleAion is not eftcemed to carry with it a Proof
of Genius and Underftanding like a genuine Compofition, yet the

Labour muft be allowed greater, as 'tis certainly more eafy for a Per-

fon to pen his own Thoughts than dcxtcroufly to fclcd and range
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