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CHAPTER THREE

COLUMBUS SUMMONED TO APPEAR BEFORE BOBADILLA

[1500]

When the tidings reached Columbus at Fort Conception

of the high-handed proceedings of Bobadilla, he considered

them the unauthorized acts of some rash adventurer like

Ojeda. Since government had apparently thrown open the

door to private enterprise, he might expect to have his path

continually crossed, and his jurisdiction infringed by bold

intermeddlers, feigning or fancying themselves authorized to

interfere in the affairs of the colony. Since the departure of

Ojeda another squadron had touched upon the coast, and pro-

duced a transient alarm, being an expedition under one of

the Pinzons, hcensed by the sovereigns to make discoveries.

There had also been a rumor of another squadron hovering

about the island, which proved, however, to be unfounded.*

The conduct of Bobadilla bore all the appearance of a law-

less usurpation of some intruder of the kind. He had pos-

sessed himself forcibly of the fortress, and consequently of

the town. He had issued extravagant licenses injurious to

* Letter of Ck>lumbus to the Nurse of Prince Juan.
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