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years prevented misuiiderstandinga. These formerly arose more

from the idea that on the northern side the arrangements for

assisting vessels in distress were not efficient, than from any fact

which could nourish apprehension.

Conciliation and arbitrament is practically always at hand,

so long as the present intimate connection between Britain and

her colonies exists. The authorities in ** Downing Street " are

sufficiently removed from the sc^' e of local disagreement to be able

to keep themselves unentangled by any mere accidental bitterness

imparted into a dispute. Reference to them means the lapse of

a little time to let the disputants sleep and think over the matter

in quiet, and the friendly advice given ''from home" is well re-

ceived in the main, and if not always quite satisfactory to the

colonists, is recognized as an honest attempt to adjust disputes,

and to act as amicus curia in a manner likely to lead to friendly

settlement. Would that trade disputes could find as efficient

an intermediary—as respected a tribunal—as conciliatory a court

of arbitration ! The mere gain of time is much, when passion is

excited ; and, if the interval gained can be spent in reflection

instead of inaction, the disputants would have little chance of

coming to blows.

To any person who has followed the course of events, it must

have been a matter of some surprise to see a great conference called

together at Ottawa, and representatives from many colonies tliere

assembled, the mother country being herself represented by special

envoy. The Governor-General, who permanently during his five

or six years' term of office, is the delegate of the old country, was

not considered sufficient, and the Earl of Jersey, aformer Governor

of one of the Australian colonies, was sent to Ottawa as the

British envoy. These facts of themselves show a marked change

from the days when it was held in London that Westminster

could legislate for Upper and Lower Canada. A still wider di-

vergence from the ancient ideas of the rights of the northern

country is, of course, seen when it is remembered how a century

ago taxes for general defence were imposed in London and

resisted by arms at Boston. But not only is it impossible

now for Great Britain to impose any tax on the colonies, but it is

also impossible for her to prevent them from taxing by customs

duties her trade. Canada may impose any duties she pleases on

British goods. Never before in the history of the world has a


