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H1e was, as bonourable members will recaîl, a
member of the National War Labour Board in
1943. H1e had been a candidate for the flouse
of Commons in tbe general election of 1940,
and was summoned to tbe Senate on Novem-
ber 19, 1942, wben he was tbirty-seven years
of age. At tbat time, and until bis death at
the age of forty-two, be was the youngest
senator.

I do not knowv tbat I can add very much ta
the knowledge of honourable senators, wbo
knew him sa well. For myself, I was proud
to count bim as a friend. H1e was a familiar
figure in our deliberations, intenscly interested
in making bis contribution to public life, and
jealous of the good reputation of this
bonourable body. H1e did m.uch ta inform
those wbo were interested as ta, the place
wbich tbe Senate holds in the government of
the country. It seems ta me a tragic circum-
stance, one wbicb is difficult ta explain, that
a career whicb beld so much promise should
end so prematurely. All we can do, and I
desire so, ta do in tbe light of the position
I bold, is ta extend ta his widow and ta bis
infant daugbter very sincere sympatby in tbe
great sarrow whieh bas befallen tbem, and
ta assure tbem that tbey are nat alone in
tbeir grief, but that this body and the country
as a wbole realizes that Canada has lost a
brilliant and autstanding son.

Hon. JOHN T. HAIG: Honourable mem-
bers, in following tbe government leader it
is not my intention ta allude in detail to the
life histories of the men ta wbom be bas
referred. I took a few notes, bowever, s0 that,
wbile not delaying tbe bouse, I migbt fittingly
express by personal feelings.

The Honourable Gerald G. McGeer, K.C.,
known ta most of the people of Canada as
"Gerry Me-Geer", was barn in miy borne city
of Winnipeg in January, 1888. 11e was a
rnember ot the Bar of Britisb Columbia, a
member for sorne years of the British
Columbia Legislature, twice mayar of Van-
couver, for ýten years a member of the flouse
of Commons, and since 1945 a member of
this ebamber. H1e was married, and leaves
a wife and two cbildren.

The late senatar bas often been referred ta
as the stormy petrel of British Columbia
polities. 0f Irish nationality, be early showed
an interest in tbe under-dog; and all bis
reactions ta any problem affecting public life
were infiuenced by bis concern for tbe down-
trodden. Wbether or not anc agreed with
bis political philosophies, anc bad ta admire
tbe ability and tenacity witb whicb be sup-
ported bis cause. A bonny fighter, hie will be
rnissed not only in bis adopted rrovince of

Bri.tish Columbia but throughout Canada.
As a member of this chamber, rnay I say

that Gerry McGeers, whether we agree with
them or flot, are a good. thing for Canada.
The late senator will be sorely missed in this
hnqise, if for no other reson than that be kept
us "on aur toes", tbinking about wbat we
ough't to do.

The Honourable William J. Harmer, as the
leader of the government bas said, was one
of the senior members of this bouse, having
been appointed to the Senate by the Union
Government in Feibruary, 1918. By vocation
a railroad telegrapher, for some time be was
an operator on one of the lines of the Can-
adian Pacific Railway in Alberta, the province
which he adopted as bis borne. H1e sub-
sequently became Deputy 'Minister of the
Department of Telephones. and remnained
witb ýthat department of government for some
years until bis appointment to the Senate.

Senator Harmer took little part in our
deliberations bere, but be could always be
counted upon to be in bis place in tbis cbam-
ber, and faithfully attended ahl committees of
which be was a member.

Tbe Honourable Walter E. Foster. P.C..
LL.D., wbo was a native of the province of
New Brunswick, rendered great service ta bis
own province, first as a businessman, later as
a member of the provincial legisiature, and
finally of this chamber. In 1925 he was
appointed a member of the government
of the Rigbt Honourable W. L. Mackenzie
King, but was defeated in the gencral election
of tbat year, and came to the Senate in 1928,
and was Speaker of tbis house from January
1936 until May 1940. 11e was beloved not
only by the members on bis own side of tbe
bouse but by those in every part of this
cbamber. H1e wvas tbe first Speaker 1 bad
tbe hionour to sit under in this bouse, and I
always feit especially friendly towards bim
because on many occasions be belped out tbe
new members by bis good-bumoured assistance.

Senator Foster was indeed happy in bis
home relations, but tbe bass of a son in tbe
last war seemed to cast a shadow over bis
declining years. I bad the pleasure of know-
ing bis wife and one of bis daugbters wbo was
principal of a, scbool for girls tbat two of
my daughters attended. We ail thougbt a
great deal of ber. To her, to ber motber and
the other members of tbe family, 1 extcnd
sincere sympatby in their sad bereavement.
May there in future be many more appointed
to this ebamber who will bring to it sucb credit
and bonour as did Senator Foster.

It is a little difficuit to speak of tbe late
Senator Bencb-his caîl bas been Eo recent


