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finding a better job later in their lives. But to restrict any work
done or the importation of any components made by children
under the age of 16 might, for one thing, make it obviously
difficult to enforce the legislation, as well as be prejudicial to
children who want to learn, who are simply interested in
experiment with a new job.

I also move this amendment in a somewhat special context.
As you know, National Child Day was celebrated last week. I
was invited by a high school in my riding to attend a demonstra-
tion to remind international leaders of the commitments they
made in writing only four years ago in New York at the UN
international convention on children’s rights.

They told me about some of the promises that were made.
They quoted seven of the 24 promises. I will tell you about some
of them in a moment. None of the promises—which dealt with
child malnutrition, exploitation and conscription—even came
close to being kept. None of the almost 150 countries, including
Canada, that signed these promises showed the will and rigour to
implement them.

The students at Paul-Arseneau high school who invited me
asked me to mention it in this House. Since I was waiting for the
opportunity—I also have a petition on this subject I should table
in this House before long—with today’s proposed amendment to
this bill, I, as a member of Parliament, become the representa-
tive of these 1,200 students who have asked me and other
parliamentarians who sign papers and make commitments to
honour them. These promises were made four years ago.

I will repeat to you some of what a 12— or 13-year—old student
told me: “Everyone knows that people sometimes forget things.
It happens to us when we are taking exams. It can also happen to
our government leaders. All of us here today—I remind you that
there were 1,200 of them—want to help them remember. That is
why we all signed a giant petition to remind the Prime Minister
of Canada of the government’s promises at the World Summit
for Children that was held at the United Nations Headquarters in
New York four years ago. All promises made should be kept.
People should keep their word.”” And I think we are here to lead
by example.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): Sorry to interrupt the hon.
member.

I have the honour to inform the House that a message has been
received from the Senate informing this House that the Senate
has passed Bill C-50, an act to amend the Canadian Wheat
Board Act.

THE ROYAL ASSENT

® (1540)
[English]

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): Order. I have the honour
to inform the House that a communication has been received as
follows:

Government House
Ottawa

November 24, 1994

Mr. Speaker:

I have the honour to inform you that the Honourable Charles Gonthier, Puisne
Judge of the Supreme Court of Canada, in his capacity as Deputy Governor General
will proceed to the Senate chamber today, the 24th day of November, 1994 at 3.30
p-m., for the purpose of giving royal assent to certain bills.

Yours sincerely,
Judith A. LaRocque
Secretary to the Governor General

A message was delivered by the Gentleman Usher of the
Black Rod as follows:

Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Deputy to the Governor General desires the
immediate attendance of this honourable House in the chamber of the honourable
the Senate.

Accordingly, the Speaker with the House went up to the
Senate chamber.

® (1550)
[Translation]
And being returned:

I have the honour to inform the House that when the House
went up to the Senate chamber, the Deputy Governor General
was pleased to give, in Her Majesty’s name, the Royal Assent to
the following bills:

Bill C-25, An Acttoamend the Canadian PetroleumResources Act—Chapter 36.

Bill C-11, An Act to amend the Excise Act, the Customs Act and the Tobacco
Sales to Young Persons Act—Chapter 37.

Bill C-49, An Act to amend the Department of Agriculture Act and to amend or
repeal certain other Acts—Chapter 38.

Bill C-50, An Act to amend the Canadian Wheat Board Act—Chapter 39.
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[Translation)

WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION AGREEMENT
IMPLEMENTATION ACT

The House resumed consideration of the motion and of the
amendment.




