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have been drowned there this year, and the
people are asking seriousiy if we cannot have
that bridge bult at once.

Hon. Alphonse Fournier (Minister of Public
Works): I would not; commit myseif ta the
immediate construction of that bridge. Haw-
ever, the government has introduced an
estimate of $50,000 for the preparatian of the
plans, and as soon as the steel situation eases
we wiii go ahead with those plans and under-
take that project in co-operation with the
two provinces, which have agreed ta make
some contribution ta the cast.

HOGS
INQUIRY AS TO RESTORATION 0F PREMIUM

On the arders af the day:
Mr. W. R. Ayleswarth (Frontenac-Adding-

ton): 1 would like ta ask a question of the
Minister of Agriculture, wbich arises fromn
his latest actian in increasing by ten paunds
the weight of grade hogs. Daes he realize
that by daing so he is taking away the
premniumn fromn the best weight hog that has
been produced, namely, from. 140 ta 150
paunds, and will the premniumn be restared ini
the near future?

Right Hon. J. G. Gardiner (Minister cf
Agriculture): As was stated in the hause at
the timne, and as was stated ta the country
by radio, for twa or three weeks we hoped
farmers would hold their hogs on the farmn
rather than send themn ta packing houses,
where we were not able ta, find starage space
for them. I would like ta repeat that the
farmers did foliaw the suggestion in spite of
the fact that they did not have much encour-
agement framn some sources. During the first
week they retained about one-third of the
number they had been delivering. The second
week they retained aimost ane-third. The
third week they got back perhaps about half
way ta their ariginal deliveries. The present
position is that we have adjusted the arrange-
ments with packing plants and athers-as a
matter of fact I think we just succeeded in
doing so about an hour ago-and we hope ta
be able to, announce tonight that in about
three weeks we shall be back on the aId basis
o! gradlng. In the meantimne we hope the
heavier hogs wiil be delivered and payment
made accardingly.

BUSINESS 0F THE HOUSE
Mr. Speaker: I understand it was agreed

that today, natwithstanding the standing
orders with respect ta commlttee of supply
and cammittee of ways and means, I should
leave the chair without question put.

Some hon. Members: Agreed.

Supply-Veterans Aiffairs
SUPPLY

The house in committee of supply, Mr.
Dion in the chair.

DEPARTMENT 0F VETERANS AFFAIRS

Pensions and other benefits-
649. Pensions for disability and death, including

pensions granted under the authorlty of the civillan
gavernment employees (war) compensation order,
P.C. 45/8848 of 22nd November, 1944, which shall
be subject to the Pension Act-further amount re-
quired, $5,100.000.

Mr. Macdonnell <Greenwood): Mr. Chair-
man, I wish ta make a statement which I
believe affects the rights and privileges of
ail members, of the hou-se. It is related ta
the incident which happened as the hause
was rising on Friday evening. I wish ta,
make certain comment& on that incident. I
can aniy regard lt-I hope I arn choasing my
words moderately-as an outrageous attempt
by ministers of the crown ta deter members
of parliament from doing their plain duty.
I certainiy can remember nothing like it in
the f ew years which I have had the priviiege
of serving in this hause.

An hon. Memnber: Do yaur duty.
Mr. Macdonnell <Greenwaod>: It might be

a gaad thing if that were mare widespread.
During Friday's debate we had granted

interimn supply of aver $525 million, and
alsa passed items covering some $200 million
of supplementary estimates. In other words,
we had passed aver $700 million. By eleven
o'clock, there stili remained ather items.
Among themn there was the important item,
the first an the list, ta pravide $665,000 under
the act for the contrai and extirpation of
foot-and-mouth disease. The government
had shied away from. this important item-

Somne hon. Members: Order.

Mr. Macdonnell <Greenwood>: --during bath
the afternoan and evening, and at eleven
a'clock the leader of the opposition was
asked ta agree ta continue the debate. He
replied:
. . . we are certalnly lot; willing to fareclase the
discussion on a subi ect that is of the utmast im-
partance flot only to, han. members but ta the
whoie af Canada, and therefare we do not intend
to agree ta the extension of time. This can be
praceeded wlth an Monday and deait with in a
praper way.

Ta this the Minister of Finance repiied:
I arn quite prepared ta accept that, Mr. Chair-

man, af course, but I want to make it perfectly
clear ta, several thausand civil servants, whase
cheques wauld norxnally have gane out taday, that
the respansibillty for the failure ta get tbern out
belongs ta the Hause of Cammons.

I wauld cali yaur attention in passing,
Mr. Chairman, ta the implication of this


