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arn sure tbey will bring to mmnd sirnilarly
afflicted persons known to other bon. mem-
bers.

In my constituency is a man wbo, wben a
boy, and still at publie sehool, was afflicted
witbh some rare disease which left bim totally
-unable to walk or, as years went by, even
to stand up. He is now in bis forties, and
most of the tirne since bis early youtb be
bas been compelled to lie prone; be can
scarcely feed bimscîf. 11e is very intelligent.
H1e lived with bis aged mother, wbo cared
for bim. At the age of eigbty she died, before
bis eyes, from a heart attack; he, though sec-
ing her, was unable to do anytbing except
caîl for bclp, and help bad bardly arrived
before bis mother' was gone. Ber deatb lef t
birn with no one to care for birn and witbout
any means of support. Evcryone wanted to
do the .best tbey could for birn-be bad lived
in the village ail bis life-but the only tbing
that could be donc was to take birn to the
hospital, wbich happened to be at Hamilton.
I wanted to bave bim live in bis own village,
because I knew it was breaking bis beart to
have to go away; but I found that the
arnount whicb tbe rnunicipality were willing
to contribute for bis support would not be
supplerncnted if be remained in the village,
but only if be was taken to bospital in Harnil-
ton; I arn not familiar with tbe institution
but I believe it is a place for incurables. In
tbe summer wben in bis borne village bie was
put in a sort of bed wbich. can be wbeeled
outside, left tbere during the day and whecled
inside in tbe cvenings, so be spent bis sum-
mers in the garden, where bis friends and
neigbbours called and talked witb bim. Bis
case brought borne to me wbat a cruel tbing
we bad donc to bim altbougb nobody intcnded
to be cruel. Frorn bis public scbool days
until the present tirne be bas not been able
to live anytbing tbat approacbes a norrnal
life; but in bis own little cottage in his borne
village be really was happy; be bad bis radio,
friends carne in to read to bim, talk to birn
and treat birn in a burnan way. Tben sud-
denly be is taken away, and as far as I can
see-and I bave tried to do everyt.bing I can-
there seerns no way of getting bim borne again.
Last year sorne of bis friends were able to
take bim borne for a day or two, but it is
not possible for him to rernain there.

I will cite anotber case in rny constituency.
This wornan developed in ber forties wbat
seered to be ordinary rbeurnatism and it got
worse and worse. Sbe is now over seventy and
can neitber sit nor stand, tbougb sbeý could for
rnany years. It was a progressive disease
and eacb year sbe got worse. You can
imagine how mucb it rnuat cost to care for
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a patient from some tirne in the forties to,
say the age of seventy-two. This woman
could now get an old age pension, but she
lives on a farm. Ail this time she bas suf-
fered so much that one wonders how she
can continue to live. Ber stepson has taken
care of her in a loving and admirable way.
He has farmed the land and wben he could
afford it has kept help; wben he cannot
afford it be cares for ber bimself. She told
me that she could apply for a pension; but
she would have to sign away the farmn on
wbicb they live, and she said that she could
flot have it taken away from her stepson,
who bas donc so much for ber. She there-
fore goes on suffering and hoping that the
end will be not too long delayed. That bas
been ber condition for many years. These
happen to *be pereonal friends of mine, 'but
I arn sure that bon. members can ail caîl to
mmnd sirnilar cases.

On Saturday I got a letter from a young
man in Quebec who says he is twenty-eight
and for sixteen years bas been unable to walk.
His story is rnuch the sarne; there is no one
to take care of him and be does not know bow
in the world he is to be supported. There is
no pension for birn; be does not know wbcre
to go, and he wishes to know whether sorne-
thing can be done for birn.

Strangely enough, the tbree letters I have
received are ail frorn the province of Quebec.
I can give the names if snyone wishes to
have them, but I think it is better not to give
thern. This young man writes:

Do you flot think that it would be only fair
to include the crippled and invalids in this law?

H1e is referring bere to the pension to the
blind, and be suggests giving the crippled
and invalids a pension at f orty years of age.
H1e goca on:

It seems to me that I should be as much
entit]ed as old people to receive a pension by
the fact that 1 arn unable to work and without
means of livelihood. Old people very often
can depend on either a son's or daughter's
support.

H1e says be bas no children. The third
letter came rec.ently from the province of
Quebec. The writer, a man, says:

1 happen to be one of these unfortunates.
I arn thirty-eight years of age. I have to walk
on crutches and rny health is very frail. My
folks are poor, my father heing over sixty years
of age, can only work during the summer
season, he being too old to work as a lumber-
jack in the winter time. Bis incorne is about
$400 a year to support four grown-up persons.

I had a srnall business, but on account of
sickness I ran into debt and cannot see rny
way to build up another trade, being short
of funds.
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