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It will ha noýted that the numbaýr of people
eligibia under thair legisiation had increased
[rom 65,492 in 1910 to 90,892 in 1915, and
there was paid out in pensions in 1915,
£2,691,30q. Now I wili skip to the year 1926.
In that year, under their legisiation as
amended from tirne to tirne, giving increases
and bringing in the invalid and other classes,
the number of persons had increased to
126,918, of which 48,803 were invýalid and
would flot corne in under the bill we have
here; and they paid out in pensions in that
year £8,146,636.

Mr. ARTHURS: That was purely a federal
sceme?

Mr. KING (Kootenay) : Yes. I arn quot-
ing these figures rnerely to show to the flouse
thiat as members wa hava certain responsi-
bilities.

Mr. BENNETT: 11mw much of that
£8,000,000 was contributed?

Mr. KING (Kootenay): I do not think
any xvas contributad.

Mr. BENNETT: Yes, there was compulsory
contribution.

Mr. EDWARDS (Frontenac): XVhat was
the age lirnit, maie and fernale?

Mr. KING (Kootenay): It varies frorn
sixty to sevaoty years, under certain condi-
tions.

Mr. ARTHURS: Theýir scharne takas cara
of the biind too, does it flot?

Mr. KING (Kootenay> There have been
arnandrnents frorn time to tirne, and that
portion of the act which authorizas payment
to worn on attaining the age of sixty carne
loto operation on Dacarnbar 15, 1910. But
what I arn trying to rnake plain to the flouse,
Mr. Chairrnan, is that Australie has had
exijerience with. oid aga pensions frorn 1909
ta 1927, and they have arnended their legis-
lation frorn tirne to tinie to rnaet conditions
as thay arose. We are ernbarking on a naw
proposai io this country. We know the
d:fflcuitias that wera ancountered by the
proposais that were rnade by the goverrnent
iast year, which are the present proposais,
and why shouid we jeopardiza tharn hy
attaching- conditions at the present tirne?
1 believa that evary member of this flouse
is intarestad, and favourabiy interested, in
this legfisiation, and is it flot hettar for us
first to astablish the priocipie of oid ege
pensions, and theo proceed from tirnp ta tirne
ta perfect our iegfisiatioo as aur revenues and
conditions wiii permit?

[Mr. J. H. King.]

1 have no hositation as a mernber of týhis
flouse in saying that the Dominion parlis-
rnent should not, under A~r constitution, pay
the whoia shot. I heliave it is to the
advantage of the people of Canada that this
responsibiiity should he dividad hetween the
federai and provincial goverrneots.

Mr. ESLING: During the camýpaigo did
the minister evar refer ta the fact that the
provinces were to contribute haif the pension?
Did he not stress the fat that it was the
faderai governent that was bringiog in oid
age pen.sions, aod that he wvas the father of
the iegisiation?

Mr. KING (Kootenay): What was said in
the carnpaig-n, Mr. Chairrnan, might be of in-
terest to rny hon. frieod, but if I ware ta
review what was said in the campaign and the
misrepresentations that were made hy rny
hon. friend and his friends, it wýould not be
heipful ta this discussion at ail, and 1 refrain
because I arn reaily interasted in aid aga
pensions and not in what happened duriog
the campaigr. It is of no importance at
the present time what rny hon. friand or I said
during the campaign. I know that anything
I said was within the hounds and confines of
the blill, and I know that what my hon. friand
said was outsida the confines of the bill.

Mr. ESLING: What was that?

Mr. KING (Kootenay) : I ar n ot goiog
ta be led away frorn the question before us
by my hon. friend, further than to say that ha
represen'ted that certain classes of worn were
ostracizad under aur lagisiation and wouid nat
benafit, whcn there was a speciai provision in
the bill inciuding thern, and he knaw it.

It is rather interesting ta hear what our
friends frorn Nova Scotia and other provinces
have ta say; in fact, we have heard rnernbers
on the opposition side of the flouse say that
tha province of Quehec wouid flot corne in.
The Solicitor General has aiready deait with
that, as a minister frorn the province of
Quebec. I wiii say this for the province of
Quebec: Throug h thair arganizations, farniiy,
church and otherwise, I baliave they do take
gond care cf thiair ag-ed, and it might ha that
th is proposai at first biush wouid flot ha
acceptable ta thern. But in viaw of the
history of aid ae pensions in practicaiiy every
country in the civilizad worid to-day, is thare
any reason for supposing thet any province in
Canada wiii flot coma in?

Mr. ERNST: Is the minister aware that
the chiaf Liberai organ in Nova Scotia. as I
pointad out this aftarnoon, is opposad to the
bill in its prasent form?


