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Mr. Fleming (Eglinton) raised a point of order to the effect that the
amendment was out of order in that its terms were not relevant to the Bill or
the principle thereof and also that it, in effect, proposed the addition of another
provision to the Bill.

RULING BY MR. SPEAKER

MR. SPEAKER: As I see this amendment, it really is a declaration of a
contrary principle to that which is under debate. The principle under debate
is an amendment of the Excise Tax Act as the government has proposed. Now,
the view whîch is brought forward is that the government bas taken a wrong
line and should have adopted another principle in amendment of the Excise
Tax Act, that of reducing excise taxes instead of the tax with wbich it bas
deait.

This is clearly not a matter which can be introduced as an amendment to
the Bill in the course of its consideration in Committee. I think that has already
been decided. At the resolution stage an attempt was made to propose an
amendment in this category, and it was properly ruled out. Nor can it be
introduced into the Bill when tbe Bill is in Committee of the Whole, because
the resolution does not cover an amendment of that kind. Here, where the
principle on which the government has proceeded is under consideration, it
seems to me this is a proper declaration of a contrary principle. I realize that
there are some difficulties in acceptîng this point of view. Members may raise
innumerable minor amendments to the Excise Tax Act as matters of principle,
and of course that could not be acceptable to tbe House as it would delay
proceedings endlessly. But in tbe view I take of it-I may not be correct in this
but as advised I feel I am-I think I sbould put the amendment to the House.

And the question being put on the said proposed amendment, it was
negatived on the following division:
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