For the past year, the eyes of the world have
been fixed on Europe. That fixation is easy to understand. The
images are magnetic:

- the playwright Vaclav Havel, recently a
prisoner, is now President of
Czechoslovakia;

- an electrician from Gdansk triggered a
political revolution in Poland;

- the Berlin Wall, has crumbled before our
very eyes;

- the Iron Curtain is in tatters.

Two years ago, a movie or a novel written
with those images would have been dismissed as fantasy. They are
not fantasy. They are history - and in a world so small and
interconnected, they are our history.

What is compelling about these events in
Europe is not their drama but their meaning. An era in history
is over and a new era beginning.

For decades, our preoccupation with a brittle
peace in Europe has diverted our attention from other global
problems -~ the threat to the environment; the crises of
international development and debt; the growth of terrorism made
more lethal by the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction;
the sophistication and the tentacles of the international drug
trade; and the persistence of explosive regional conflicts
fuelled by zeal and fear. .The preoccupation with Europe -
ideologically and militarily - has kept these other priorities
far too low on the global agenda.

That focus on Europe has also overshadowed
developments of historic proportions taking place elsewhere 1in
the world, most notably in Asia-Pacific.

While the countries of Europe and North
America were building their armies and their ideologies, the
countries of the Pacific were creating an economic miracle which
knows no equal.



