
Workshop Structure

The workshop began with an introductory session ted by Dr. Heather Smith. The aims of the

workshop - to encourage grass roots activism and capacity buiid in northem British Columbia, build

links between the community and UNSC, provide a forum for the diffusion of knowledge between

disparate groups, foster networks between local nongovemmentai organizations (NGOs), and buiid

on local initiatives - were introduced. In this session, key ideas such as democratization and capacity

building were expiored. We then broke into three working groups and the rest of the momning was

dedicated to questions reiating to "Northemn identity. In the aftemoon, the working groups focused

on questions specific to capacity building at the local level. The day concluded with ail participants

engaging in a wrap Up discussion led by Dr. Lawrence T. Woods and a closing dinner. A luncheon

earlier in the day was addressed by UNBC President, Dr. Charles Jago.

Working Group Discussions: Momning

Discussion Questions: When you think of Canadian foreign policy, what do you think of? Do you

have a sense of efficacy? Do you feel isolated? Do you think that there is a unique Northemn

identity? If so, can you describe it?

Responses to the first question regarding attitudes towards Canadian foreign poiicy (CFP) were

wide-ranging, although a degree of consensus did emerge. Participants expressed frustration when

discussing CFP. Issue areas such as foreign aid, trade, monetary poiicy, human rights were ail

i(intifipr1 aq CFP issues. but the aeneral CFP orocess was described as elitist, hierarchicai,


