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A) Health: We have, as a global community, corne a fair distance on policy priorities. A
synthesis of 10 major healtb analyses from WHO, the World Bank, UNICEF, UNDP,
Commission on Health Research, Carnegie Commission and CIDA shows real convergence
in the policy prescriptions.

1) The priorities assigned in the World Bank report are interesting. Under the section
Improve Government Spending on HeaIth, four priorities are listed:

* Decrease government expenditure on tertiary facilities, specialist training and
interventions that provide littie healtb gain for the money spent;

* Finance and implement a package of public health interventions to deal with
substantial externalities surrounding infectious disease control, AIDS prevention,
environmental pollution and behaviours (such as substance abuse and drunk driving)
that put others at risk;

* Finance and ensure delivery of a package of essential clinical services defined to
each particular country's conditions; and

* Improve management of government health services through such measures as
decentralization of administrative and budgetary authority and contracting out of
ser-vices.

2) Akthough flot perfectly, in a very real sense, the Canadian Government bas followed this
path discernibly. And these guidelines have certainly motivated the cut backs whicb
declining budgets bave brougbt about. Canadians have learned tbe painful lesson that we


