
important raie to play. Canada wiil participate at an OSCE seminar an the subject in
Vienna on March 22 ta consider next Steps.
We will alsa continue ta pursue aur bilateral efforts. To that end, 1 arn pleased ta, noe
that China has indicated its wiliingness ta hast a visit by a Canadian delegation ta engage
ia dialogue on issues of religious freedorn. Member churches of the Canadian Coundcil

of Churches, in conjunction with their Chinese partners, are discussing options for such a
continued dialogue.
Using information technology. From Basnia ta Burma, the information superhighway is
making it possible ta advance human rights objectives.
Last faîl, the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade [DFAITJ organized
an NGO [non-governmentai organization] forum on the Internet and human rights. We
are turming aur attention now ta how information technoiogy, as weil as improved
networkin&, better reporting and enhanced information gathering, can ail be developed
and used more specificaily as instruments to promote religious fr-eedom. I amn pleased ta,
announce taday that DFAIT is prepared ta devote resources for this purpose. 1 would
welcome your ideas about how we can work in partnership ta that end.
Involving and mobilizing Canadians. The engagement of Canadians and Canadian civil
socîety is essential in pramating religious tolerance around the worid.
The advice and views from individuals and groups such as yourselves wiil be important
ini determining the government's priorities. To that end, many of you participated in araundtable discussion on freedoni of religion and reiigious intoierance organized two
weeks ago by DFAIT. Yau are meeting today under the auspices of the Canadian Centre
for Foreign Policy Development for further reflection. The reconimendations miade two


