
early 1990s saw certain nation states embrace the interventionist mantra as NGOs also
discovered their potential as peacebuilders.

Peacebuilding and NGOs
The Carnegie Commission on the Prevention of Deadly Confliet has defined

peacebuilding - or "structural prevention" - as "strategies to address the root causes of deadly
conflict." This is compared with "operation prevention" which consists of the strategies and
tactics in the face of crisis. In other words, peacebuilding is concerned with the longer tern
reconstruction and development of society as to prevent deadly conflict.4 The Canadian
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Lloyd Axworthy, lias defined peacebuilding as "a package of
measures to strengthen and solidify' peace by building a sustainable infrastructure of human
security. Peacebuilding aims to put in place the minimal conditions under which a country cý
take charge of its destiny, and social, political and economic development become possible."
Axworthy adds:

1 see peacebuilding as casting a life uine to foundering societies
struggling Io end the cycle of violence, restore civility and get back
on their feet. After the fighting lias stopped and the ininediate
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