70. Recognizing that strengthening democracy is essential to strengthening peace and human
rights, and looking to the 50th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in
1998, we will work together in the coming year to build on our governments’ most effective
democratic development, peacebuilding and human rights programs. Our efforts will focus on
promoting good governance and the rule of law, strengthening civil society, expanding women’s
political participation, and boosting business and labor support for democracy, particularly in
young democracies and societies in conflict. The protection of the most underrepresented or
vulnerable is critical to broaden participation in the democratic process and prevent societal
conflict. We will work to ensure adoption and ratification of international instruments designed
to provide protection to these groups, in particular the speedy adoption of an International Labor
Organization Convention on the eradication of intolerable forms of child labor. We will work
through multilateral and regional organizations, particularly with the Development Assistance
Committee of the OECD as well as in partnership with nongovernmental organizations and
young democracies. We also will consider common efforts to promote democracy where it is not
now established. ' ‘

71. We have asked our Ministers to pursue these efforts and to make recommendations for
consideration at our next Summit.

72. Democracy, economic growth and development cannot reach their full potential without
good governance, in particular the accountability of political leaders and public servants,
especially for corruption. We will actively work to eliminate corruption in aid-funded
procurement. We will take prompt steps to criminalize, in an effective and coordinated manner,
bribery of foreign public officials, and to implement previous undertakings on the
tax-deductibility of such bribes. We call upon all other countries to do the same.

Non-proliferation, Arms Control and Disarmament‘

73. Since the Moscow Sumnmit on Nuclear Safety and Security, we have taken important steps to
implement the agreed “Programme for Preventing and Combating Illicit Trafficking in Nuclear
Materials.” We will expand participation in this program to include countries in Central and
Eastern Europe, and in Central Asia and the Caucasus. : :

74. Further regarding the safe and effective management of fissile material, with respect to such
materials no longer required for defense purposes, we will continue our cooperation through
concrete initiatives, in particular the French-German-Russian project to build a pilot plant in.
Russia to produce MOX fuel from weapons plutonium, which is open to additional states, and
the related U.S.-Russian cooperation on the conversion of weapons plutonium.

75. We have worked together to advance our common non-proliferation, arms control, and
disarmament goals. The Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty is an historic milestone, and we call
upon all States to sign and ratify it rapidly to ensure its early entry into force. We welcome the
entry into force of the Chemical Weapons Convention. We advocate its full, effective and
universal implementation, and look forward to the early ratification of the Convention by the
States that have not yet done so. Recognizing that enhancing confidence in compliance would
reinforce the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention, we reaffirm our determination to
complete as soon as possible through negotiation a legally-binding and effective verification
mechanism. :

76. We reaffirm our unwavering commitment to full implementation of the objectives set forth
in the Non-Proliferation Treaty. To that end, we welcome the IAEA’s recent adoption of a
program on strengthening the effectiveness and improving the efficiency of the safeguards -
system. We urge all States to conclude additional protocols with the IAEA at the earliest *
possible date. We reaffirm our commitment to the immediate commencement and early




