
they tbreaten humans, park facilities, or endangered species. The spectacular tire in
Yellowstone National Park in 1988 triggered demands to change policy and stop fires froma
burning, but the size of that tire was a resuit of the buildup of material on the forest floor
that would normally be cleared through occasional surface fires. Fire-prone forests can be
thinned to help preserve forest health, but can also be used as an excuse to log forests that
otherwise are protected from timber cuts. Prescrîbed tires may also promote forest health
and lielp prevent more damaging blazes'

Truly sustainable forestry appears to require much more than current forest policy.
Additional steps would mncluding growing more timber for longer periods of time before
logging, selective cuttig of individual or srnall groups of trees, stripcutting rather than
clearcutting, protecting large units of forests, mininiize soit erosion and damage from. road
buildig and logging methods, and allowig dead trees to remain i forests to promote
biodiversity. But forestry policy is flot enougli to preserve forests. Other required actions
iclude increased recylcig of paper and other paper products, development of other sources
of fiber for paper products; requiring the price of timber cut i national forests to iclude thc
miue cosns of forests, includig the cost of road buildinug, site preparation, restoration; and
endig the practice of keepig timber revenues i the Forest Service, because of the icentive
it creates for overlogging, and keeping 25 percent of timber receipts i the local
communities. Ultimately, Congress can decide that the primary value and importance of
nation forests lies i their rote as sustainers of biodiversity and environmental quality, and
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