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in this work than in receiving presents for them-
selves.” Such plans as these cannot be carried out
everywhere, but try to have as many children as
possible share in doing something for others. If
one of the class is ill, let fifteen or twenty minutes
be spent in writing little Christmas letters o him
and send them with a wreath of evergreen to hang
in his room, or some other little gift that the
children can have a hand in. There will always be
someone to be remembered.

If you have not yet made any plans for closing

day, and are inclined to think it too much trouble
to mark it in any way, think better of it, even now.
Remember the children who will have no Christmas
pleasures at home, and think how little will make
them happy. If you can do no more, at least
you can do this. Invite the children all to be
present, as for a special occasion. Put on a pretty
dress, to do honour to it. Read or tell Christmas
stories, sing Christmas hymns, and play games.
The simplest refreshments will add to the pleasure,
but they are not indispensable.

Where programmes for entertainments to parents
and friends are to be carried out, they are probably
arranged before this. But you will find some
simple recitations that can be quickly got ready,
on another page. “Santa Claus’ Little Boy”
has the advantage of giving an opportunity for
the little ones to show what they have learned
during the term, and different acquirements of
theirs may be introduced. %

A word about Christmas decorations. Make up
your mind whether you want to make your room
look pretty or to display the children’s work. You
cannot always do both, effectively. It is a good
idea to keep one corner for the work. Many things
that aré pretty when looked at closely do not look
well from across the room. In general, aim at
getting broad and simple effects. A few yards of
red, white and blue scrim, properly placed, are
much more effective than the dozens of cheap
little flags that we see in so many places; and a
few. large wreaths of evergreen, or a few large
branches of pine or fir, or even two or three small
trees are better than a number of niggling little
bits of decoration stuck here, there and everywhere.

And before you begin to decorate, let the school-

room and its approaches be clean. Not with
merely negative cleanliness, mere absence of dirt,
but with that positive cleanliness which is. itself
a beauty, and with which Holland is said to shine.
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I have seen a bare, shabby country schoolhouse
transformed by vigorous use of soap and scrubbing
brush and the careful placing of a few flowering
plants, into a very pleasant place. “Why,”

asks a would-be literary. lady, in one of Mrs
Whitney's stories, “why was Venus fabled to have
risen from the foam of the sea?”’ ‘'Because,

snaps out a practical New England houseke:
““you must be clean before you can be beautiful.

USE OF GARDEN TEXT BOOKS.
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The chapters of Beginners’ Botany outl
the November RevIEW will keep students
until after Christmas. In the meantim
helpful lessons for all grades above the thir
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Study, by Brittain; and The School Ga
Weed and Emersog. Many teachers pos
books. All should have them.
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don’t know what the potato thinks ab
Children take cultivated plants :




