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CURRENT EVEMT.
G(erniamîy expelltecld iIs ycar on licr arn1) andi

navy two hundred atiilihirît -rbrve iiitns tfdol-
lars ; (arcat 1ritain. îlirecttt'uidrvd ani1j.yt
millions ; the L'iid States, four Iîund d d~

seýntYmillions.
Preparations are being muade fur a suitab1e cedc-

bration of the hundredth annivjCtrsar:. of the intro-
duction of steanîboat travel oni tlic St. Lawrence.
The first successful trip was nmade bV a Iile steam-
boat callred the Aconîdîin which left
Montreal for Quebec oni the first day tif November,
i8o9; and, tbougb. late iii the scason for river navi-
gation, in due time arriveti safely at the city of

A British cruiser bas saileti up the. Amazon to
Iquitos, Petit, a distance tif îwo tbousand tlhree
b!undred miles. andi founiant ample depîli of water
aIl the way. iquitos îs less than ive hundred, miles
from the Pacitic coatst. 'llie return 'voyage to Para,
at the mouth of the -river., vas madie isil wo weeks,
including a stay of five days at Manaus. This
voyage, in connection with the recent cruise of
another vessel up the Madeira to Bolivia, wiIl have
the important result of proving that the upper waters
of these rivers, thougi) as yet uncharted, are
nay >igable for large vessels, and will be of great use
ini the future, development of trade.

Dr. W. A. R. Mitchell, a Canadian, was the
surgeon and biologist of tht Biritiqh Antarctic ex-
pedition under Lieut. Shackleton, Si'hich sifcceeded
in 1a* 1oching nearer to the South Poli\ than anyIr= we kngw cf bas yet been to the North Pole_

A million.acres of forest land ini the Rainy River
district has been set aside as a forest reservation
and 'gaine preserve. An equal area lias been set
spart for a like purpose on the Minnesota side of the
boundary line.

Canada will build. vessels for coast defence, and
take such other steps as are needed in the interests
of4 Emie acting under the advice of tht un-
pemal naval authorities. There seems to b. a gen-
eral feeing that before long defence wilI be needed.
It is empected that Lord Kitchener will be sent to
Canada to examine the local'defence forces and
report. to the authorities what steps shouîd be taken
to utuprove their organization. The vote in parlia-
ment pledging Canada's willing contribution to the
nationl défence was unanimous.>

Lord Strathcona bas given ten thousand dollars
a yer for.the promotion of military training in

Caadien sdioos.
Both uM parliament and byr public meetings, the

attention of the British governmient bas been drawn
to, the fact that-other nations are building dirigible
air slips, and it is urged that the construction cf a
Britiéi air fleet should be taken up with energyI.
Already tht Bridihnavy bas a guil especahly 'de-
signed for the destruction of air slips.

Tm4he mssare are reported f rom Persia and

f rom Asia àlinor, where local insurrectionbay
gui beyond cotitrul. la Arabia, at'lasix c~t
te thimor(le1 hald siauded, and evrybuyl

tu parlianientary Cuverninent as the rmedyMà
1>uijpWl wrones. It bas not. proved Sin
throtghuut the domrnions of the Sultan andtn
Shah.

Wireless messages frum L ape Breton have bwn
received ailPa ris, France, several ties w"tis the
last montli.

A telephcuie recciver having noc diaphragmais a
new invention. It reproduces the voice dlàinctly,
without the disturbances frton the instrumen whiéh
are so unpleasaiit a feature of the older machin.

Thle R F-IEw seldom bas to correct a stt
of fact in ts notes of Current Events; but a correc-
tion is needed in respect to tiie allegeýd"dic'vrof
an Egpîiat accotint of the circumnavigatlono the
continent uf Afriça. The inscriptions which PW.
a pretendrd account of thc voyage have provMdtu
bc forgeries.

A process of inaking rubiier fruni naphth isjel
to be u,ýder test on a large scale ini the Caucasus.

Individual drinkmng'cups are used on a mîlwy
in the Utited States. Thty ame of toughe Wou
proof paper, to be used once only, and tin t rowa
away.

Cipriano Castro, ex,-lreidcut of Vcnaze1& whp
lias taken passage for that country on a rn
steamer, wus .anded at Martinique, by ordor- of ~
French goverument; aund later c pele> us
to Europe on another steamhi. ht Britsi
government refused to let hlm tend at Tûùndad
where, no doubt, he intended to organm a V -»
lan revolution in his favour.

An Australian statesman .s«Ugge the formation
of a body to be called the Gtmnid Assembly'coftht
Empireto Wh"ich diself-governing rilsoeoo
should elect five niemtbers. No com dalno
tis Grand Asscmbly, accoerding to his pD ous
would have the force of law until adopteàDby tme
legîisiature of the represented country. If ti spli*
is adopted, lie believes it will lcad in timte to an
Imperial Parliament having-fuli legislative poUW.
Some sucli plan may be brouçhtb. or. mpobe
Conference, whicb meets again in 1911.

Civilization is fesponsible for tht e xd of the
sleeping sickness in Central Africa, by wb"ditin
country-around the west casa of aiÀe Tnuyk
has been almost entirely depopulated wLhlathm ai
six Years. The discase is invariablyfata.' It bu
been known in A frica for more thàn a century;-but
in the old days, when a tribe had noc Ierourw hhwlii
its neighbours except in the way of warfare, euwa
of local occurrence. Now, wth the upresOsf
native warfare and the ancrease Of travlt it la foéué,
exceedingly difficuit te check its -spread, the-pU
tion of which is by far the most serions ru ln
con fronting Europeans in Afritai tbe pr
time. It prevails, as yet, ordy along tndb» 1ro
rivers and lakes that, lie wlti iOM OOar f.
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