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tbing liki this clumsy and slaw-maving sbape, but kncw
it for somnetbing dangeraus. Hlm little slaty bead, jutting
at an acute angle framn the bark, looked like a miere caprice
ai knot or wood fungus; but it bad the singular quality
aI- moving smaotbly around the trunk, as the lumlberniai
advançed, so as ta keep bimi always in view.

Equally curiaus, but quivering witb fear, two wood-mice
watclhed bim intently, sitting under thxe broad Icaf of a
skunk-cabbage not tbree Webt f rom~ tbe trail. Thcir wbisk-
ers toucbed cacb otber's nases, conveying tbrills and pal-
pitations of terror as bie drew iîear, drew ncarer,-caniie-
and passed. But not unleas tbat blind unbecding lice bdd
been an the. ver>' point ai crusbing tbemi would they have
disabeyed the prime law ai tbeir tribe, which tauight theedi
that ta ait still was toasit unseen.

A little farther back f ram tbe trail, under a spreadilig

tangle ai ironwaad, an a bcd ai tawny mass croucbed, a
luire. His cars la>' quite fiat alang bis back. His cyes"
watcbed witbi aversion, not unmixed witb scorn, tbe beavy,
taîl creature that moved witb sucb effort and sucb noise.
"Neyer," tbaugbt tiie'hare, disdainiully, " wauld bie bie able

tu escape from, bis enemies 1 " As tbe delicate current af
air which pulses imperceptibly tbrougb tbe forest bare thc
scent ai the man ta the bare's biding-place, the.fine nastrils
ai the latter warked rapidl>' witb dislîke. On a sudden,
bowever, came a waft ai ather scent; and tbe bare's form
seemed to sbrink ta balf its iize, the nostrils rigidl>'
dilating.

It was tbe &cent ai the weasl-to the bare it was tbe
ver>' essence ai death. But it passed in an instant, and
then thc bare's exact vision saw wbence it came. For the
weasel, unlike alhe Uiotber folk ai the wood, was maving.
He was keeping pace witb the man, at a distance of sanie
ten icet iram tbc trail. 'Sa fitted, bowever, was.bis colour-
ing ta hlm suRrounding, so sbadaw,-like la its soundless
grace was bis motion, that tbe man neyer discerned bim.
The weascl's- eyes were fixced upon tbe intruder -witb a
malignancy ai hate that migbt well bave scared tbrougb
bis unconsciausnesa. Fortunately for the big lumbermian,
the. weasel's strengtb, stupendous for its size, was in no
way cammensurate witb its malice;, or the jaurney would
bave camne ta an end j ust there, and tbe gaudy bundle
wauld have rested an the trail ta bie a long wondcr ta the
mice.

The weasel presently, crossed tbe yet warm scent ai a
niink, wbereupan bie tbrew up bis vain tracking ai the
woodmnan and tumned off in disgust. He did not like tbe
mink, and wandered what that fisb-eater could bie w1anting
si) far back irom the water. He was nat afraid exactly,
->W animai know fear sa little as the weasel,-but hie
kept a amaîl sbred oi prudence. in bis*savage little beart,
and he knew that the mink was scarcel>' less feraciaus than
bimseli,. wbile nearly-tbrice bis size.

Fram.the mass>' crotcb ai an oId asb tree, slanting over
the,.trail, a pair ai pale, yellow-green eyes, witb fine black
alits far pupils, watched- tbe traveller's marcb. Tbey were
.met ln a raund, iurry bead, wbicb was presscd flat ta thc
branch and partly -overhung it. . The pointed, tuited
cars lay fiat baclc upan the round brown bead. Inta the
>bark ai the branch four sets ai razor-edgcd claws ring
tbcmselves venomously; for the wild-cat knew, perbaps

ilirough sonie occult communication from sta far-o4 dô.
iiiesticated kiti of heartb and door-sill, that lu man he saw
the one unvanquishable eneniy to ail the folk of the waod.
He itched fiercely to drop upon the mnan's bowed neck, juat
where it showed, red and defenceless, between the gaudy
bundle and the rim of the brown bait. But the wild-cat,
the lesser lynx, was beir to a ierocity well tempered with
discretion, and the aId lumberman slouched onward un-
harmed, ail ignorant of that green gleam i ofbate playitig
uipon bis neck.

It ivas a very different gaze whicb fallawed him irom
the bieart of a little colony of rotting stumpa, in a dark
hollow ilear the trail. Here, in the-beel glaoom, mat Kroaf,
tbe bear, rocking lier litge body cantemplahdr-àrm aide
to side on hier haunches, and occasionally slapping 4

niosquito f romn the sensitive tip afilber nase. She bad
no cub running witb bier tbat season, to keep bier 'busy
and anxiaus. For an bour sbe bad been comfortably
rc.cking, untroubled by fear or eesire or indignation; but
when, the wbirring of the cock-ýpartridge gave bier warn-
ing, and tbe grating of tbe nailed boots caugbt ber ear,
she bad stiffened instantly into one of tbe bià brown
stumps. Her little red cyes iollawed the stranger with
something like a twinkle in tbem. She bad *sen men
before, and she neither actively feared themn fQr. actively
disliked them. Only, averse ta needless trouble, abe cared
tiat to intrude berself on tbeir notice; and therefare abe
obeyed tbe custom of tbe wood, and kept stilL.~ But the
bear la far the most buman of ail the furry woadfolk, the
most versatile and' largely tolerant, the least enalaved by
its surroundinga. lt bas an ample sense of bumour, aIma,
tbat most bumane of gifts; and it was with a certain
relisb tbat Kroof recognized in the grey-clad stranger ane
of those loud axemen from wbose camp, far do*in by the
Quab-Davic, sbe had -only last winter stolen certain coin-
forting rations af park. Her impulse was ta rock again
with satisfaction at tbe tbougbt, but that would baye been
out of keeping witb ber present character as a decaying
stump, and she restrained berseli. She also restrained a
whimisical impulse .to knack the gaudy bundle fromi the
stranger's back witb anc sweep afilber great paw, and sec
ii it migbt nat contain many curiaus and edifying tbings,
if not even park. It wa:s nat tili sbe bad watcbed bimi well
up tbe trail and fairly ovier the crest af tbe slope that, witb
a deep, nan-cammittal grunt, sbe again turned ber; attention
ta tbe mosquitaca, wbicb bad been learning ail the tender-
ness ai a bear's nase.

'rbese were but a few ai -the watcbers af ý* th trail,
wbase eyes, tbemselves unseen, scrutinized the invâder af
the ancient wood. -Eacb step ai ail bis jaurney wis weil
nated ..... .. The aId lumberman walked amid no mare
imminent menace than that wbicb glittered down.upan
bim fromn four pairs of emall brigbt eyes, bigb up amang
the .farking limbs af an ald pine. In a well-hiddcn bale,
as, in a nursery windaw, were buncbed the smaoth beads
cil faur Yaung squirrels, interested beyond measure in the
strange animal pladding sa beavily below. them. Had
tbey been Settlement squirrels tbey would, withaut daubt,
bave passed sbrill commenta, mare or less uncampliment-..
ary; for thc squirrel loves free speech. But . wbcn b le
dcllis amiong the falk ai the.ancient wood bie, even bie,


