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left nothing to be deslred, and I know that they bave every
wlsb to place on the Statutes of British Columbia an Act
whlch will be workable, and at the same time preserve In
the best manner the financial stability of municipalities
tbroughout tbe Province. From some deiay In starting on
the work, the new Act cannot be presented in detal te this
convention. In some respects this may be as well, as it
wouid be impossible for us to discuss ai the detalls and
the phraseolegy of dratfing. This, in any case, would have
to be left te those in wbose charge the Act Ia placed. The
pr'opesed changes, however, are before us for full dis-
cussion, and 1 feeI sure that the Government will give due
consideration to a2iy suggestion made by this Union.

One of the most Important innovations la the establîsh-
ment of a Local Government Board, whIcb will have a very
wlde effect upon this Province. It bas been suggested that
powers to be conferred upon a Board of tbis klnd nmay be
tee great, alsd that It la rather late in the day, seelng
that in many instances munlcipallties have already stretch-
ed their credit almost to the breaklng point. I amn firrmiy
cenvlnced, however, that the esta.blishment of some B3oard
of this nature will be of great value In promoting financlal
stability. The fact alene that the Board wiil be active
ail the year round will be ef immense benefit to munici-
palities. The Board will no doubt have power te settle
difficuities existlng between adjacent municipslities whe
will bave the privilege of putting their cases before them,
and obtalnlng immedlate settlement; as it la at present, we
bave te walt each year until the sltting of the Legisla-
turê te obtain relief. Public utîlities, aise, will, in ail prob-
abllty, be placed in their bands. It la possible that tbrougb
the wide powers wbich wil inl ail iikeihood be conferred
upon this Board, it may appear to this convention that the
administration of municipal affaira la to be banded ever te
a, body appeinted by the Provincial Government; but soins
of us who attended the convention at Kamloos when the
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sponslbllties of municipalities and the costly system of
administration; and 1 sbould like to make a radical sug-
gestion to this Union, nameiy. that where municipalltles,
wbose lnterests are more or less identical, adjoin, the cost
of operation migbt be merged in one central office respec-
tive Counils being elected as at present, but the detail
work carried out at one central point, -wh2ch would save
a considerable expense, as the clerical, engineering, school.
police and fire, departments could be conducted under one
head. Havlng the taxes kept separate would be a matter
of bookkeeplng. Should the convention thlng this Ides. wor-
thy of consldeiation, I sbeuld be glad If they would instruet
the lncoming executive to look into it, and report to the
convention of 1919.

In conclusion, I wish to express my sincere tbanks for
the assistance rendered me durlng the past year by the
Vice-President, Secretary-Treasurer, Solicitor and Mem-
bers of the executive, also again to record my apprecia%-
tien of the honour conferred upon me by iast year's con-
vention. The time 1 have devoted to the work of the Union
has been a great pieasure, and 1 slncerely trust that bene-
fit may accrue to our municipalltles as the resuIt of our
efforts."

The Report was adopted.

SOLICITOR'S REPORT.

The work of the solicitor of the Union for this iast year
bas conslsted altogether in the drafting of Iegislation, a
memorandum of wblch bas been sent to you in prlnted forin
1 want to discuss that memoranduum, and 1 understand 1
have an opportunlty this atternoon; the conditions on wblcb
it was based, the way the lvork bas been ione, and that sort
of thlng bas taken practlcaliy the whole of the time that
I bave had since the meeting of lant year,

At the last session tbere was ne legisiation of any~ im-
portance; three or four emergent clauses whicb were pass-
ed as belng emergent, but everybody was waltlng for the
passing of tbe new Act. Those niunlclpalitles whIch need-
ed speciai legisiation recelved the saine by private bIll
whicb dld flot affect the rest, and consequently the soli-
citor had netblng to do wltb that.

SECRETARY-TREASURER'S REPORT.


