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TOR~ONTO, NOVEMBER 2, 18 9 8.

HALLOWE'EN.

I-allowe'en lias corne and gone, and with it lias
corne and gone that one day iii which Toronto may
bc said 10 be dorniîîated l)y the thousancis of students,
Whîo, durîîîg the rest of eight months, live alnîost u-
noticc(l in the city. And surely it is flot too often for
us to mîake ourselves feit iu soîîîe tangible way? We
believe the good people of Toronto wvould miss our celc-
bration, if it wcre given up. Mt lcast thev crawd the
tlieatres which we patronize; tlicy tlirong the strcets
whcen WCc oule Out; aud last, but flot lcast, they give us
a special guard of honor iu the shape of the only mili-
tary men wbicb the city itself controls-we mean the
police, who are good fellows at heart, and enjov the
fun perhaps as rnuch as we (la. \Ve must flot thiîik
of (bing away with FJallowe'en. The celebration, in
sonme rerry way, of Ail Hallows' Eve, bas corne ta us
fromn our fathers, and we rnust pass it on.

THE DEBATING UNION.

Following uipon the heels of the suiccessful initia-
tion of the Inter-collegiate Rugby Unioni, cornes the
prospect of tlic Debating Union. Negotiatioîîs are at
presenit in active progress between the Literary Society
and representatives of the other Toronto colleges look-
ing to the formation of an Inter-collegiate Debating
C'oitest. TriE- VARSITY can only wislb tînt the new
organization mnay have the sanie good fortune as its
niodel in the clomain of athletics.

It has often been remarkecl that wbile painting and
sculpture, andl music andl literature, have, in rnodern
tirnies, flourished as luxuriantly as they did in the
ancient world, that. arnong ber sis1er arts eloquence
alone seems to have welI nigh died away. Arnong
others who have investigated the reasons for this fact is
David Hume. He considers that it bas merely hap-
pene(l that no orator, the equal of Deniosîhenes or
Cicero has arisen in our lter age. Sornetimes it is
said that we have too, much commoii sense nowadays
to allow the rock of our coýld reason to be overturned and
carried away by a torrent of words-mere words.

Humile believes tint Demnosthenes liad as rnuclh common
scnlsc the ticbn(red words as any mnoderni "speaker."
Blut wlietlîer or not we accept Hurne's opinion as 10
the gift of eloqueuce bcing a rnatter of chance, still we
nitist admit tînt there is not muchi opportunity for the
rîse of great oratars, if the stuidy of public speaking be
icglected. It is practice tînt mnakes perfect. The
sculptor must Ino(el long in clay before lic turns his
biainds towards iîarble ; the painter inust toil bis way
tlirouigb the difficulties of fore-shorteîîiîg and perspec-
tive, ere lus picture is liuîg iii the acadenuy; the poet
imust have mlade lîiisclf master of rime and rhythîîî
anîd iniagery, or lue caînaot hope for any lasting faine;
wvly, tdieu, sliould tlîe inan who feels thc gift of clu-
quence iii bis breast feel any diffidence about stumbling
or even breakiîîg down? It is only l)y nîaking mis-
tal.es xve learîî ta avoid tlin. \Ve muist crawl an(l creep
before walkiîug.

The Friday evening mueetinig of tlic Literary Societ y
rîay teacli a manu to clatlîe bis thouguts ini sentences
tiai arc clear, poînteci au(l conîcise, but tliere is no iii-
cclitive to cultivate 'oratory." T1be atmlosphere is en-
tirely ulucongenial. Oratory at ail ordinary niectiîig of
the "Lit.'' would be grotesque, laugliable, imipossible.
It iueeds the public contest to, induce our nany gooh
..speakers" to study to add to their pi, tlîeir clearniess,
aîîd their dircctiîess, the irresistible charuu of elo(juence.

Maîiy of our students mean ta enter tlîe Law or the
Clitrcb. For sticli, the power to speak witlî poinît aîîd
glace and fire is biaîf the battie. There shouild conse-
(lucntly be no lack of entries. But we waîut, besides, a
lairge miumber of contestants of a higb qItality of speak-
ing. \Ve tlîiîk tlîat thue mnî wluose speech wins the
fiî'st place ouglît 10 have to prepare carefully wlîat lie
lias 10, say, anud îlîe say well wlîat be has prcpared.
iao (Io tbis, perhaps, demaîids a great deal of time. Sa
it should. It is wortu wlîile. The training undergone
andI experielîce obtaincd ought to be rewar(l enougb
for ail the conitestanuts, wbetber winners or lasers in tbe
struggle. But to make figlît the keener, aîîd add more
interest, a prize of tweîuty-five dollars will be awarded the
wvinner. Tl'îlE VtARSITY is entirely in favor of the pro-
îiosed contest. It will not only lîelp ta revive arnongst
us anc of the fincst aîîd most useful of the arts, but
will also brîng the sttitlnts of the different colleges of
Toronto into, doser toucli witlî one anotlier. To sec in
fricndly rivalry men froni Kinox, Trinity, St. Michael's,
ai the enmbryo statesnien of Political Science-to sec
ail these in good-îîatured competition can we believe be
provocative of nothing but good.

CONVERSATION ROOM.

A week ago, THE VARSITY printed a letter frorn
"Spot," as ta tbe desirability of the establishment of a
Ccnversation Room iii the Students' Union Building.
Thîis is a question of considerable interest ta the under-
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