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“IT 18 GOOD TO BE HERE.”

The following touching lines, were written by Herbert Knowles,

at the age, if* we mistake not, of fourteen. The scene isa
grave-yard : the time, the evening twilight— Ex. paper.

Methinks it is good to,be here :
If thou wilt, let us build—but for whom ?

Nor Elias nor Moses appear,
But the shadows of eve that encompass the gloom,
The abode of the dead and the place of the tomb.

Shall we build to ambition? Ah! no!
Affnigbted he shrinketh away ;

For see ! they would pin him below,
T'o a'small narrow cave, and begirt with cold clay,
To the meanest of reptiles a peer and a prey.

To Beauty ? Ah! no; she forgets
The charms thatshe wielded before :

Nor knows the foul worm as he frets
The skin which; but vesterday, fools could adore,
Tor the'smoothness it beld, or the tint which it wore,

Shall we build to the purple of pride,
Tbe trappings which dizen the proud ?
Alas! they are all laid aside,
And heres neither dress nor adornment allowed,
But the long winding sheet and the fringe of the shroud.

To Riches ? Alas! ’tis in vain,
Who hid in their turn have been hid;

The treasures are squandered again ;
And here in the grave are all metals forbid,
But the tinsel that shone on the dark coifin lid.

To the pleasures which mirth can afford,
The revel, the laugh, and the jeer?

Al bere isa plentiful board,
But the guests are all mute as their pitiful cheer,
And none but the worm is a reveller here.

Shall we build to affection aud love ?
Ab! no; they have withered and died,

Or fled with the spirit above—
Friends, brothers and sisters are laid side by side,
Yet none have saluted, and none have replied.

Unto Sorrow 7 The dead cannot grieve,’
Not a sob, nor a sigh, meets mine ear,

Which compassion itself could relieve ;
Ab? sweetly they slumber, nor hope, love or fear;
Peace, peace is the waichward, the only one here.

Unto Death, to whom monarchs must bow ?
Ah! noj; for his empire is known,
And here there are trophies enow ;
Beneath the cold dead, and around the dark stone,
Are the signs of a sceptre that none may disown. '

The first tahernacle to Hore we will build,
Andlook for the sleepers around us to rise ;

The second to FaiTa, which insures it fulfilled ;
And the third to the LAMB of the great sacrifice,
Who bequeathed them us both when he rose to the skies,

Eeclesiastical Entelligence.

————

ADDRESS ON THE OBSERVANCE OF THE
LORD'S DAY.

Intended for Merchdnts, Ouwners, Captains, Masters,
Seamen, and others connected with the Shipping in-
terest of Great Britain.

Allow a few friends, who desire to promote the
due Observance of the Lord’s Day, to address you on
the snbject.  We are aware of the important concerns
in which you are engaged, and commend you, when
you appear anxious 1o seize every lawful opportunity
for earrying on your business: the Bible itself com-
mends vou. “Not slothful in business,” is one mot-
to for the Christian merchant and mariner; but
“serving the Lord” is another and equally important,
And when we carry the business of the week into the
Sabbath, we carry it where God forbids ;—we incur
His displeasure, and can have no divine blessing on
the labours of the other six days. May vot this be the
secret cause why some of you, who strive and _toil,
early and late, heaping up’ riches, not knowing who
shall gather them, are coustantly meeting with dis-
appointments and losses, and so often find embarrass-
meut, where you anticipated mothing but success?—
A secret sometbing hampersthe machine and makes
it drag on heavily. May’it not be this,—that, though
diligent and conscientious in matters of husivess, yet
you are neglecting God on his holy day ?

1 you neglect the Sabbath, you lose that rest and

refreshment of body and mind which are necessary to
enable you to follow your pursuits with spiritthrough

||t week. You lose that domestic comfort which

real Christians enjoy in meeting their family for religi-
ous instruction and Christian converse on the Lord’s
day. You lose that retirement for private prayer,
the study of Scripture, aud self-examination, so ex-
ceedingly necessary amidst the cares and temptations
of life.  But the worst losses are to follow.. You lose
the golden opportunities of Public Worship. Great
things are transacted between God and his people in
public worship. Prayer and praise ascend to his throne
—the word ot life is read and preached, the Holy Spirit
works —sinners are humbled and convinced—the glo-
rious truth is declared, “ Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” Acts xvi. 31. And
thus God is glorified amongst us. But where, meun-
while, are you? You are out of the way, and there-
fore you lose those blessings, for the loss of which no
worldly gains can compensate.

And what, if to all these losses is to be added the
loss of the soul? Ifthe Sabbath Le neglected and
abused, a plain command of God is broken ; sin is
committed ; and we know that the wages of sinis
death. Ifthe Sabbath be neglected, we are quite surc
that Prayer, and the Scripiures, and the Sacraments.
ind the other appointed means of srace. are neglected
ikewise. Ifthe Sabbath be neglected, Clirist, the
Lord of the Sabbath, is neglected also ; and withow
tin there is no salvation tor any ol ussinners, Now
snuse, and remember our Lord’s solemn question, -
*What is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole
vorid, and lose his own soul? or what shall a mab
‘ive in exchange for his soul #”

You who are Owners of vessels may do muech t¢
romote a holy reverence for the S:bbath amongs

aunen.  You may manifest to them your own res-
ect for the command of God, by insisting that on the
word’s Day no vessel of yours shall commence he
oyage ; no part of "her cargo shall be moved ; D¢

work shall be done on board ; ro passengers receiv-
:d ; po unnecessary labour required from the seamen.
So long as the vessel remains in port, you may secure
facilities for all connected with her 10 attend the pub-
lic worship of God. You may also exhort the com-
mander and seamen even when at sea to respect the
Sabbath.

. You who are seamen should remember that affeci-
ing portion of God’s Word which teaches us very
plainly, that He who rules the winds and the waves
15 well acquainted with the seaman’s toil. « They
who go down to the sea in ships, that do business it
great waters: these see the works of the Lord, and
his wonders in the deep. For he commandeth, and
raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth upthe waves
thereof. They mount up to the heaven, they go
down again to the depths; their soul is melted, be-
sause of trouble. They reel to and fro, and stagger
like a dranken man, and are at theiz wit'send. Then
they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, and he bring-
eth them out of their distresses. He maketh the
storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still.—_
Then are they glad because they be quiet; so he
bringeth them unto their desired haven. Oh that
men would praise the Lord for his goodness. and for
his wonderful works to the children of men ” Psaim
evii. 23-31.

Where is the seaman that has not witnessed the
truth of the above passage of Scripture? You have
seen his wonders in the deep, and he has preserved
yonamidst many a danger. Does not gratitude, there-
fore, require you to love and o!vey h_xm, in return for
is wonderful goodness and loving-kindness to you?
Have you not peculiar reasons why you sho:uld delight
in keeping his holy commandments? If you neglect
the Sabbath you are without excuse ; for there is no
class of men who have better opportunities of keeping
itholy. You are generally far away from the busy
scenes of life, and the temprations of the world.  You
have mueh time for reading and reflecting on the
Word of God ; and you can assemble together for
public worship, 1f you rake proper care, you can
Serve in ships where there is no obscene language,
drankness, or quarrelling, permitted : but where the
Lord’s Day is kept holy, and the captain is as the
father of a family, and the crew us obedient children ¥
rall parties exerting themselves in acts of brother]
love and kindness, and joining at proper seasons in
the service of their great Lord and Master. You cap
-avoid the ships and company of the irreligious and
profane ; remembering that *The wicked are like
ihe troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast
up mire and dirt.  There is no peace, saith my God,
to the wicked.” Isa, lvii. 20,

Ypu who aye officers of ships, occupy a station of|
awful responsibility. Your good or evil example must
make a deep impression upon the seatuen under yoyy
command.  We would, therefore, affectionately re.
mind you, that the interests of all committed to your
charge will be greutly promoted, both as relates to
this world and the next, if you *Remember the Saly.

cheerful labour of the ship’s company ; the neatness
anc, cleanliness of the vessel; the easy and quiet go-
vernment of all on board ; esteem and regard for the
officers ; a concientious attention to the interests of
the owners; mutual affection and good will; all
these. and many other blessings are sure to follow,
whenever the officers and miariners determine to keep
the commandments of God, and call the Sabbath
delight, the holy of the Lord, lionourable.” Isa. lviii.
13. Divine service can always be performed in the
cabin, or some other convenient place. No work
should be done except what is necessary for the pre-
sent management of the vessel. Officers and men
should cease from their Jabours, and devote that day
to the service of their Creator, Preserver and Re-
deemer. The Bible will then be frequently in the
men’s hands, and its blessed pages will supply many
occasions for giving useful advice and improving con-
versation. 'The voice of thaniksgiving may be heard
and the hymn of praise may ascend from many a
hardy crew. Then wijl the ship become an ark on
which the blessing of God will constantly rest, as it
floats upon the tioubled waiers, And within those
wooden walls many a tossed and weary sinner niay
#i¢ brought to a knowledge of the Lord Jesus Chrisi;
unl acknowledge him as the ouly auchor of bis hapes
and when, amidst the wreck’ of navies, oihers are
sinking in the quickness of d"spair, he will cling
loser and closer (0 Jesus as the Rock of jyis salvation.
‘The Word of God has declared thay « the earth
<hall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the wa-
1e18 cover the sea.” Let British seamen, then, per-
orm their part,  They have often carvied forih the
ssionary, nud thus have been humble instruments:
0 the bands of God for conveying the glad tidings of
salvation, to the most distant {mr(ﬁ of the earth: and,
bl may they be no longer, in any instance, ignorur:
of Jesus Christ! My dear bretﬂren, congider your
high callling ; and while you are conveying the know-
ledge of your Redeemer to distunt ;-en{ams beware
least you yourselves le cast away through ‘unbelief.
Let not your bad example cause any to despise .or
negleet the commandnients of God ; but do all in your
power, by a holy life, to exiend the kingdom of the
Lord Jesus Christ upon the earth, wherever the
winds shall carry you, When on shore, in England,
consider it a blessing to be able to spend the Lord’s
Day in the service of Qod, and in his house of prayer.
hen you arvive in a foreign port, remember the
Lord of the Sabbath still, whom the winds and the
sea obey : and whilst you “turn away your foot from
the Sakbath, from doing your pleasure on God’s holy
day (Isa. lviii. 13,) you will be showing forth a sign
in the face of all men, that you indeed’ count your-
sélves to belong to the Church of Christ :and that you
are indeed subjects ot that Britain where God jg gill
feared, and loved, and worshipped. May all the
blessings, both temporal and eternal, connepied with
a holy keeping of the Lord’s Day, rest upon you, i#
our earnest prayer !

INTERESTING EXTRACTS.

CHOICE OF COMPANIONS.

1. Ofall the snares to which the Christian ig ex.-
pesed, perhaps the most fatal, the most ruinous, are
those which spring from tmproper companions, These.
are often Satan’s grand and most suceessfy) instru-
ments for entangling and finally destroying some
who bid fair for heaven.

To have no intercourse with tho
gers to religion, is, in the pregey
impracticable ;* for then must you i
world” And so to seclude ourgely,
as to mneglect opportunities of (o;
dies or the souls of those w};
sin around us, would be ¢q

the precepts and example of e holy Jesus. Yer,,

with equal plainness and soley, authority, the God

of the Bible forbids his childrer gelecting their bosom

friends and intimate companions from among those
who are strangers to his grace.
2. The word of God expressly forbids associating
with evil companions, “Enter not into the path of
the wicked, and go not jn the way of evil men.
:'?l"tf)'fl 1, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away.”
SIEDErs entice thee, consent thou not,” « My son,
walk thou hot in the way with them ; refrain thy
foot from their path” «Bg not unequally yoked .to-
gether with unbelievers ; for what fellowship hath
righteousness with unrighteousness ? and what com-
muunion hath light with darkness ?”
As the Most High thus forbids intimate friendship
between his children and the followers of the world,
his_ word abounds with weighty motives for obedi-
ence to those commands. It describes those ng bles
sed who avoid irreligious associates, « Blessed is
the man that walketh not in the counsel of the uyn-
godly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, por #it-
teth in the seat of the scornful” Seperation from

se who are stran-
It state of things,
1eeds go out of the
es from the world
ng good to the bo-
0 inay be perishing in
nduct opposed to both

bath day f0 keep it holy.” “The orderly conduet angd

the evil is also described s necessary, if wo wish ¥
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