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wîere occasioned by the reports of the Commiittees on Temiperance and

College consolidation. The resolutioîïs proposed by the Temporance Coin-
Illittee were stron g in tlîcir approbation of the Scott Act, and 1n0 less
enlergetie in condeinnatioîï of the ainendulients passed by the Dtom-iinion
8ernate. Against tiiese positions clcarly ani sbarply defined speeches wore

n18dfi by Principal G rant, Du. Laing, of ýDiuncli-s, nd others. The principal
speaker in1 fax'coir of theý reconmmen(lations wvas 1)r. MacVicar, of Morntreuil,
,ell saici ,sollie trenchant and forcible things. The majority in1 faveour of
the resolutio,îs is described ini the Mýonitreýalpapers as overwholîning".

The opinion was univérsally oxpressed that, a consolidation of the
Presbyterian cilucational institutions, was desirable, an~d it was liearly ns
genierally eocdd that the accounplishinîent of this wishoed-for end was
illipracticabl, at present, and conitinuied( but purposeless agitation wvas

'firieus to the interests of theý colleges. The question was reinittedl to a
Coulnmittîîe, xvhose duty ià would lie to give the inatter mature considerationi

ndreport a year henco.

Onle evening was spenit in an algreeable convorsazione in the 11.vi<l

l\lOrrice Hall of the Preshyteriani College, at wvhich Principal Dawson, of
1 4cQý'ili Collego, Mayor Bcaugrand, andînany proininent citizens of Mon-

treal were present. The Mayor delivered a neat little address of welcomoe
~il Which hie said it ouglit to be the clesiro of ail citizens of Canada to

Cotivate feelings of kindness and unity irrespective of nationality or creed.
Congregationalisni thougbi vigorons and inflnential in EnIgland andI iin

the Eastern States, nunîbering asnit docs not a few clergymien tand laynion

Of pronQOuice ability, is not numericaIly strong in Canada. The aninual
raeetinig of the Congregational Union was bield in Hamilton, at -whicb the
Piev. John Burton presided. H1e gave an able and comprellensive opening
Oaddre8s, breathing, an excellent and liberal spirit, wbich it was aftcrwards

reovdshould be pnblished in the "Congregational Year Book." Consid-
erable advance was reported in the matter of theological educatioîî. A
h1gher Standard has been aimod at, not withont encouraging success. The
ft'lilnbership of the Church lias also largely increased. On the temperance
question there was an excellent dobate, the illajority pronouncing i favour
Of the Scott Act. Dr. Stevenson, of Montreal, one of the ablest and most

accorolplishod ministers in tho denoînination, put in a guarded plea for
Per8onial liberty.

This year the Huron Baptist Association met at Owen Sound, its
Itieiibe'rs giving due attention to the interests of the denoinination. As

for th 'Ote Churches much care is devoted to the training of young nmen
Mfinistry. The good wr oeaMMst Hall, Toront, was

cletailedl and f uîîy commented, on. There is evidently a growingy desire

"nTiOng the Baptists for a thorouglîly educated ministry. The Association
djd not faîl behind the other evangelical bodies in upholdîng the Canada

peaieAct. ASTERISK.

SOCIAL LIFE Al' WASINGTON.

WASHIINGTON, June 22.
frT"" clever author of that "lsiinart" book, IlSociety in London," accounits

fo the absolte sway of the Prince of Wales ini the social world of Eîgland
by Societ recognizes the dangr it is in of disintegrating

surof the outside inob wbo seek to ente nn alu

de5 .1 du i t. True to the instinct of seif-preservation îtseeks i
5 otîsml a refuge froin anarchy. Making allowances for ditièrences of
el loni*nt, the parallel holds good for society at Washington.

SSociety here i (estitute of titat hiereditary elent, which is se powerful
'Ci 0flervto ofsocallife in the lâother Land, nor is it yet strong in those5ieyndcturcl iiibers wvhose tinte and apttue spent in its

gler"vîr 0 tend ctattd
cottLt"ted O keep) it ini ]1ýiealful. motion. fonce, deîiiocratic as the

.011u'o of 80ciety at Washinigton is, and mîust remain for a long tinte,

te moe. ' e< of alic dependeuît upon a leader than its prototype across

The Public dtl, of thie Pn'sident afford him, very littie time for the
of Secis of t-, aud it is rarely that tho oilice j5 fie'ld by an ilicuifilent

fir st raininîg and epriceftlmfoparticipatioui in social life.
th esdeîtGiiea, \Vaýsbling(ton, was fond of and hlighily fitted for

Wh~eu pleaSuures of the polite world, and gave anxious attentioni te
9tle regarie0 ' as iindispenisable social duties bulisuceornte

Carful, 1 )uiliiiite eýesn rudely shattered the social fabric

hif Y i'uilt up by W liugoîa i kept ini repair ly Johnl Adanms.
hig ers sso> Siteui was acconupanied te t1l tel)os' y

Wiit som ofndecomuplisieuî wife, Il Dolly," of xvhose charm, gceau
l thoe o ur ()ctoge iîaria iis yet speuik withl] t]iusiasmi, and suie becaine

0fle undisputell anîd indisputal le queen of the social world, such as it

e days and( tlîis quellifyin.g remnark is 'lot to be aeni

1 htr el for the seciety of the, Capitoi, tmouigli smlallinuobrva
peets. ,h peer of any that Nve lave proent kulede f ny

ltn w' a Wa tue oca poii4 -,q yNIr. Matdis ou tliat gaVe point
th Wî Iligc to the awkward phrase, 4tsubseuelltlY coined, " Mý1istress of

uilto à'buse"l
prltterenoiîl( II I)olly " to mr,4. rlyier, wlîo entered the White

Ilouse as a bridle soute nionths after lier husband hall been inistal]edl as
President, is a skip of a quarter of a century, during whiclb interval. history
or tradition lias preservcd notliing of a social kind worth repeatinig cf the
ladies wvbo liad successivoly occupied the Executive Mansion.

Leavin g the courtly Mrs. Tyler, we pass over twenty-two years te the
advent of Mis~s I-larriet Lane tuiece of the baclielor President, Mr.
Buchianan. Miss Laite ïnodestly (lisclaimeli for herseif the titie or fline-
tiens of Il Mistress le of aîîything or Il First Lady " anywhere ; she hadl
siiuply takeni al lier residence in lier iudcle'-, household te do the woniaîî's
p)art of its indispensable social <Inties. But the lady of the Whîite fleuse
cannot efface liersoîlf if sIte would ;for good or for evil she is prcdestined
to e it influence in the society of WVasbinîgton and of the country in
n"eiral. Thie social reigu of Miss Ilarriet Lane was as brilliaîît as thîe
political mIle cf ber poor old nmnlIe was disastrous, and sncb was the personal
charun sIte exercised over ail hearts, that wben thîe obvious inipropriety cf
îtaiiuiin a national vessel after bier was coininitted, by a menther of the
Cabinet, even partisan tongues xvere Iiuslhed.

The anîialist of social life at Washington xvho goes ne further clown
the calendar tlian 1884 twill stop at the namie cf Miss Lane when
eniuîerating thet queeýii4 of society wbo bave inbabited the White fleuse.
Mrs. Grant was a kindly and tactful bostess of that mansion, but she had
neitmer talent nor ambition te govern anything beyond hier ewn threshold.
fler place xvas rneasurably supplied by the wife and daugbters of the Sec-
retary cf State, Mr. Fish, a New York patrician, the ladies cf wlîose
houschold inight suggest comparisons witb those of the family of a merchant
prince in the glolden days cf Venice.

President Arthîur, largely tlîrougb neccssity but partly through taste,
restored thîe personal ascendency cf the Presidential office in social affairs.
During bis réginte the tonie of social life liere was, on the whole, flesbly.
It îîow tends towards the ascetie, and the change will do it no lîarm
for a tinte.

Miss Cleveland, wlîo presides over the bousehold of hier brother, the
President, is cf a philanthropie and philosophic disposition, and may be
described intcllectnally as cf the Vassar College type. That she will
discharge the duties cf lier place with sincerity and propriety seems
reasonably sure front the littie experience the social world has had of lier;
but those te wboin higbi life means having "la good tirne," in the ligliter
senise cf tlîat phrase, are dooîned te disappointrnent se far as their social
future is dependenit upon bier acts and views. And that itisso dependent,
or is regarded as being se, is evident front the scurrying of fashionable
people te the booksteres te baud in advance orders for lier forthcoming
volume cf essays on Il George Eliot" and other subjeets. Net te the
titular subject xvas it granted te bave a rush cf readers te the sheps of
the booksellers te bespeak copies cf a work wbich bad net yet corne, in
advance sheets, te the hands cf the reviewers. Literary reasons for this
literary success tliere cannot be it must be that the fashionable worid in
thîe United States, every section cf which now feels an impulse front
Washington, accepts as inevitable a leadership of sente kind, even if it be
fer the preserit a formai ratiier than a real one, and admits the proprîety
cf associating it with the nomîinal headship in polities. Whether, in the
near future, as a consequence cf the development of what is called Society,
and its subordinationi te ai single and definite directorship, the Custemary
examination inte the availability of Presidentiai candidates will lie extended
te the constitution cf their famnily circles, is net a pressing, altîtougli an
interesting question, and therefere I constrain myself to pass it by.

Coining back te the starting-peint and assunting, for the sake of the
argument, the correctness cf the tlieory by whicb the relation of the Prince
cf Wales te society in Eîîgland is explained, it is interesting to note by
comparison thîe existenîce of needs, forces and tendencies so fundamental
anci persistent as te repreduce tliemselves wliensoever and wlieresoever a
social organlization is attempted. An army, whether of soldiers, salva-
tionists or the haut ton, mnust bave a leader, and the parallel nîay be
extended by suggesting that in either case the leadership must be capable.
llow capable it is in England, it would bie nnjust te the Prince and the
Princess of Wales te profess ignorance of, and as for the leadership in the
States, a little iuîtelectnality 110W and thon will be a wliolesomle, leaven te
the frivolity whichi, by a chaInge cf nietaphor, may be cbaracterized as the
centrifugai force in the social iieclianisiu.

Whetber seciety, cf the kind speit with a big S, is worth serieus
description or study may be a question wîth Seute, wbich others will
answer by tihe suggestion tlîat, even in the miiiliinmn of dentocracy, people
will couiie togretlier for tbat sort cf intercourse knoxvn as social ; that
habitual asseunbling begets organizatien, and that, if organization for any
purpose be net wise and wholesoune in character, it is sure te be unwise
and noxions. B.

SellEF little tinte age a gentlemîan luglt fer a few pence at a boekstall
in London ant oId book, wliich. was of no particular vaine, but whicli lie
ltappened to ivant. Tt was bound in velluni, aund by the lapse cf tinte the
skin liadt lecouie separated front the cardhoard. te whicli it had originally
been pasted. On reaching home, anîd when about te commence the perusal
of bis purcliase, Mr. -- noticed a something between the veulunt and the
boards. Witllout ntnch thought cf wbat lie was doiug, lie unfoided the
vellunt, when te bis great, deliglit lie saw what, proved te, be nearly a wliole
pack ef very rare and ancient playing cards. After keeping lis treasures
for sottie little time, and exiuibiting them," te bis friends, Mr. -- was at
last induced te part with tluem for a censiderabie sum te, the Britishi
Museumt. Hie bas spent ail bis leisure time since in exaînining the
lintlings cf ot1 books at Stalls amidl eisewluere.


