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were occasioned by the reports of the Committees on Temperance and
College consolidation. The resolutions proposed by the Temperance Com-
ittee were strong in their approbation of the Scott Act, and no less
hergetic in condemmnation of the amendments passed by the Dominion
Senate, Against these positions clearly and sharply defined speeches were
maide by Principal Grant, Dr. Laing, of Dundss, and others.  The principal
Speaker in favour of the recommendations was Dr. MacVicar, of Montreal,
Who said some trenchant and forcible things. The majority in favour of
the resolutions is deseribed in the Montreal papers as overwhelming,

The opinion was universally expressed that a consolidation of the
Preﬂhyterian educational institutions was desirable, and it was nearly ns
generally couceded that the accomplishment of this wished-for end was
Impracticable at present, and continued bub purposeless agitation was
Ijurious to the interests of the colloges.  The question was remitted to a
Committee, whose duty it would be to give the matter mature consideration
and report a year hence.

One evening was spent in an agreeable conversazione in the David
orrice Hall of the Presbyterian College, at which Principal Dawson, of
eGill College, Mayor Beaugrand, and many prominent citizens of Mon-

.tl’ea,l were present. The Mayor delivered a neat little address of welcome
0 which he said it ought to be the desire of all citizens of Canada to
Cultivate feelings of kindness and unity irrespective of nationality or creed.

Congregationalism, though vigorous and influential in England and in
the Bastern States, numbering as it does not a few clergymen and laymen
of Pronounced ability, is not numerically strong in Canada. The annual
Weeting of the Congregational Union was held in Hamilton, at which the
&dd‘: John Bur.ton presided. He ga\.'e an a.blfe .a,nd C(.)mp?ehensive opening
Pesolissé breathlng an e).:cellen.t and liberal Spll‘lf:, which it was ifberwar'ds
erat) ed should be published in the ¢ Congregational Ye.ar Book. ‘Cons1d-

. 0le advance was reported in the matter of theological education. A
Igher standard has been aimed at, not without encouraging success. The
meml?ership of the Church has also largely increased. On the temperance
2;12“;:31011 there was an excellent debate, the majority pronouncing in favour
aco e Sf:ott, Act. Dr. Stevenson, of Montreal, one of the ablest and most

OWplished ministers in the denomination, put in a guarded plea for
Persong] liberty.
memb]:,is Yf?a:r the Huron Baptist As_sociatiqn met at OWGI.’]. S?und, its
i the r:hgwlllg due attention to the interests of the .defnommatlon. As
o theo ler Churches much care is devoted to the training of young men

otaile dmlnlstry . The good work done at .McM‘aster Hall, -Tozjont;(il, V\fa?s
Among thand fu.lly commented on. There is ev.1dfantly a growing desire
; e Baptists for a thoroughly educated ministry. The Association

' 10t fa1l bohind the other evangelical bodies in upholding the Canada
Smperance At ASTERISK.

SOCIAL LIFE AT WASHINGTON.

W ASHINGTON, June 22,

for EE;E&%?‘;W author of that “smart” book, ‘“Society il} {Jondlo&l,’; z;i;:coilnts
2 ¢ 1 <1 o
y assumino ‘L;C :Way. of the Pr ince of Wales in t}}: socia :)vfoz(-i d i(:lte n;;L tai.?m
Nder the g ab society recognizes the danger it 1s 1n nteg ting
Ways, to dple.ss“r@ of the outside mob who seek to enter and, in various
desp (;tis Ominate it. 'I'rue to the instinct of self-preservatlor} 1't seeks in
environ:: a refuge from anarchy. Making allowances for differences of
Ocietent’ the parallel holds good for society at Washington. fl
conSGrvy here is destitute of that hereditary element which is so p_owelr u
]eisurel z?'tor of social life in the Mother Land, nor is it yet strong in b 1086
8ervig, yt and cultured members whose time and aptitudes, speqt‘ in tl}fb
°0nstit;1t-e nd to keep it in healthful motion. Hence,_democmmc a.:' he
it Mo 101 of society at Washington is, and must remain for a long time,
the Atl:gt]ixg, need of and dependent upon a leader than its prototype across
busin : Public _duties of the President afford him
086 tzstf\s"“‘ﬁt_y,_ and it is varcly that the oftice is held by ar N
The fir 8 training and experience fit him for participation in ngt—,)i f01'~
resident, (feneral Washington, was fond of and highly fittec

e r - . ;
wh“’% o1l pleasures of the polite world, and gave anxious attention to
bub his successor in the

€ regarde( S O, . woel Lies ;
Becq Srded as indispensable social dutles ; . .
d €move, the commurl)listic Jelferson, rudely shattered the gocial flabl‘lb
uilt up by Washington and kept in repair by John A ‘an})s.
Successor, Madison, was accompanied to the White Hou.semi_z’l
Wit Some Ou and accomplished wife, « Dolly,” of whoso Chargl"l;gen;)ceiame
our octogenariang yet speak with enthusiasm, and she 06

B.t ane 3
% the undigpyt; indi 1 of the social world, such as 16
Was in those sputed and indisputable queen of th o ot to b taken in

ispg. early days-—and this qualifying remar : "

in gtr:gement, for the socicty of tlxle Onpito?, though small in numbcrfs, wlas_

Wheye T Tespects the peer of any that we have present kno;zvlgdizg pa'o‘i r)l,t
s e, . 1 1 g

Was the social position won by Mrs. Madison tw;‘ B tveus of

6 Whis o8 0 the awkward phrase, subsequently coined,
e Houge,”

r .
om the Fenowned ¢« Dolly " to Mrs. Tyler, who entered the

very little time for the
is held by an incumbent

€ T80p’
his e

White

Housc as a bride some months after her husband had been installed as
President, is a skip of a quarter of a century, during which interval history
or tradition has preserved nothing of a social kind worth repeating of the
ladies who had successively occupied the Executive Mansion.

Leaving the courtly Mrs. Tyler, we pass over twenty-two years to the
advent of Miss Harriet Lane, niece of the bachelor President, Mr.
Buchanan. Miss Lane modestly disclaimed for herself the title or func-
tions of “ Mistress” of anything or * Kirst Lady ” anywhere ; she had
simply taken ap her residence in her uncle’s houschold to do the woman’s
part of its indispensable social duties. But the lady of the White House
cannot efface herself if she would ; for good or for evil she is predestined
to be an influence in the society of Washington and of the country in
general.  The social reign of Miss Harriet Lane was as brilliant as the
political rule of her poor old uncle was disastrous, and such was the personal
charm she exercised over all hearts, that when the obvious impropriety of
naming a national vessel after her was committed by a member of the
(abinet, even partisan tongues were hushed:

The annalist of social life at Washington who goes no further down
the calendar than 1884 will stop at the name of Miss Lane when
enumerating the queens of society who have inhabited the White House.,
Mrs. Grant was a kindly and tactful hostess of that mansion, but she had
neither talent nor ambition to govern anything beyond her own threshold.
Her place was measurably supplied by the wife and daughters of the Sec-
retary of State, Mr. Fish, a New York patrician, the ladies of whose
houschold might suggest comparisons with those of the family of a merchant
prince in the golden days of Venice.

Pregident Arthur, largely through necessity but partly through taste,
restored the personal agcendency of the Presidential office in social affairs.
During his »égime the tone of social life here was, on the whole, fleshly.
It now tends towards the ascetic, and the change will do it no harm
for a time.

Miss Cleveland, who presides over the household of her brother, the
President, is of a philanthropic and philosophic disposition, and may be
described intellectually as of the Vassar College type. That she will
discharge the duties of her place with sincerity and propriety seems
reasonably sure from the little experience the social world has had of her;
but those to whom high life means having *“a good time,” in the lighter
sense of that phrase, are doomed to disappointment so far as their social
future is dependent upon her acts and views. And that it is so dependent,
or is regarded as being so, is evident from the scurrying of fashionable
people to the bookstores to hand in alvance orders for her forthcoming
volume of essays on * George Eliot” and other subjects. Not to the
titular subject was it granted to have a rush of readers to the shops of
the booksellers to bespeak copies of a work which had not yet come, in
advance sheets, to the hands of the reviewers. Literary reasons for this
literary success there cannot be : it must be that the fashionable world in
the United States, every section of which now feels an impulse from
Washington, accepts as inevitable a leadership of some kind, even if it be
for the present a formal rather than a real one, and admits the propriety
of agsociating it with the nominal headship in politics. ~Whether, in the
near future, as a consequence of the development of what is called Society,
and its subordination to a single and definite directorship, the customary
examination into the availability of Presidential candidates will be extended
to the constitution of their family circles, is not a pressing, although an
interesting question, and therefore I constrain myself to pass it by.

Coming back to the starting-point and assuming, for the sake of the
argument, the correctness of the theory by which the relation of the Prince
of Wales to society in England is explained, it is interesting to note by
comparison the existence of needs, forces and tendencies sv fundamental
and persistent as to reproduce themselves whensoever and wh_eresoever a
social organization is attempted. An army, whether of soldiers, salva-
tionists or the hawt fon, must have a leader, and tl}e parallel may be
extended by suggesting that in either case the leadership must be capable.
How capable it is in England, it would be unjust to the Prince and the
Princess of Wales to profess ignorance of, and as for the leadership in the
States, a little intellectuality now and then will be a wholesomc.a leaven to
the frivolity which, by a change of metaphor, may be characterized as the
centrifugal force in the social mechanism,

‘Whether society, of the kind spelt with a big 8, is worth serious
description or study may be a question with some, which others will
answer by the suggestion that, even in the millennium of democracy, people
will come together for that sort of intercourse known as social ; that
habitual assembling begets organization, and that, if organization for any
purpose be not wise and wholesome in character, it is sure to be unwise
and noxious. B.

SoMmE little time ago a gentleman bought for a few pence at a bookstall
in London an old book, which was of no particular value, but which he
happened to want. It was bound in vellum, and by the lapse of time the
skin had become separated from the cardboard to which it had originally
been pasted.  On reaching home, and when about to commence the perusal
of his purchase, Mr. —— noticed a something between the vellum and the
boards. Without much thought of what he was doing, he unfolded the
vellum, when to his great delight he saw what proved to be nea_rly a whole
pack of very rare and ancient playing cards. After keeping his treasures
for some little time, and exhibiting them to .}ns friends, Mr, —— was at
last induced to part with them for a considerable sum to the British
Museum. Ile hag spent all his leisure time since in examining the

bindings of old books at stalls and elscwhere,



